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Checklist for review of genetic sampling proposals: 
 

 
 
The following points are those considered by the Concord Human Research Ethics Committee 
when reviewing research proposals which involve genetic (DNA) testing/sampling. 
 
1. What is the purpose of this genetic research? (Please be specific). 
 
2. Is participation in this research a condition of participation in the main study? (if 

supplementary to a clinical trial) 
 
3. For how long will the sample be stored? 
 
4. Where will the sample be stored? 
 
5. Will the sample be deidentified or identifiable? 
 
6. Can the sample be destroyed if consent is withdrawn? 
 
7. Will the participants be given the results of their genetic testing? 
 
8. What measures have been taken to ensure the confidentiality and privacy of 

information relating to or derived from this sample? 
 
9. Does the participant have any rights in relation to any commercial benefits which may 

be derived from the sample? 
 
10. Does the holder of this sample intend to use it at some future time for purposes other 

than those related to the present study? If so, the proposed new protocol must first 
be submitted for approval to an independent, properly-constituted Ethics Committee.  
(The participant must also be informed in the original Information Sheet that such 
approval will be sought for future use of his/her sample. At the same time he/she 
should be made aware that such a committee may be less regulated than Concord 
Human Research Ethics Committee, or may operate with different policies regarding 
the use of genetic material. Concord Hospital HREC will have no control over the 
future use of the sample). 

 
11. Is the sample to be held by a private organisation (eg pharmaceutical company)? If so 

the participant should be made aware that company ownership (and possibly country 
of origin) may change. 

  
12. Has all the information provided above been adequately represented in a Participant 

Information Sheet and Consent Form (separate to those used for the main study)? 
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