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Canterbury Hospital thanks its nurses and midwives 
 
The Canterbury Cup bed making race will feature in a day of celebrations at Canterbury Hospital, 
in recognition of International Nurses Day on Thursday 12 May 2011. 
 
Canterbury Hospital’s Director of Nursing, Claire Harris, said the Hospital would join 
organisations and communities around the world in highlighting the dedication and hard work of 
nurses and midwives on the day. 
 
“Nurses and midwives are the backbone of our health system, with the majority of people relying 
on their outstanding commitment to patient care at some point in their lives,” Ms Harris said. 
 
“They play an invaluable role in helping our Hospital to provide quality health care to the 
community. 
 
“International Nurses Day is a great opportunity for us to thank and express our gratitude to our 
nurses and midwives. 
 
“It also gives nurses and midwives the opportunity to enjoy the camaraderie and shared 
commitment to their profession,” she said. 
 
Date: 12 May 2011 
 
Time: 12pm (main events commence)  
 
Event details:  
 

• 11.30am - judging of the poster competition in the hospital foyer 
• 12pm - bed making heats begin, with the final for the Canterbury Cup held at 1pm 
• 12pm - luncheon where trivia and guessing competition winners will be announced 
• 1pm -  Nursing Excellence Awards presented for New Graduate Nurse of the Year, 

Clinical Excellence Award and the Kevin Stewart Scholarship winner in courtyard 
• A breakfast for night duty nursing and midwifery will also be held. 

 
International Nurses Day marks the birthday of Florence Nightingale, the founder of modern 
nursing, who advised on the training of Australian nurses and influenced the design of the wards 
at Royal Prince Alfred (RPA) Hospital during her life time. 
 
The theme of this year’s International Nurses Day is Closing the Gap: Increasing Access and 
Equity. 
 
Hospitals across Sydney Local Health Network will also recognise their midwives during 
International Midwives Day on Thursday, 5 May 2011. 


