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Prestigious international award for RPA Haematologist 
 
The hard work and dedication of Royal Prince Alfred (RPA) Hospital Institute of Haematology, 
Professor Douglas Joshua, has been recognised with a prestigious award from the International 
Myeloma Foundation. 
 
Professor Joshua is the first Australian to win the Robert A Kyle Lifetime Achievement Award, 
which he travelled to London to receive on 8 June. 
 
The award, which has been presented annually since 2003, honours him for being an outstanding 
physician working in the field of myeloma. 

Multiple myeloma, is a type of bone marrow cancer arising from plasma cells, which form part of 
the immune system. There is currently no cure for myeloma, but it is treatable. 

Royal Prince Alfred (RPA) Hospital Executive Director, Ken Cahill, said it was fitting that 
Professor Joshua had been awarded the highest and most prestigious award made by the 
International Myeloma Foundation. 
 
“Professor Joshua is a well respected clinician and leader who has made a significant 
contribution to haematology services over the past 32 years. 
 
“He is an excellent clinician who has made significant advances in research, treatment and care 
of myeloma patients. 
 
“Professor Joshua has played a key role in haematology services at a number of organisations 
including RPA, Sydney Local Health Network and South Western Sydney Local Health Network. 
 
“He continues to pioneer new improvements in systems of care for patients and day-to-day 
clinical practice to help people. 
 
“I would like to congratulate Professor Joshua on receiving this award, which is a well deserved 
tribute to his hard work and dedication,” he said. 
 
In 2003, the IMF decided to bestow a Lifetime Achievement Award annually to a physician whose 
work against myeloma reflected the dedication and compassion inherent in Dr. William Mayo's 
vow almost a century ago that "the needs of the patient are the only needs to be considered.” The 
Robert A Kyle Lifetime Achievement Award is named after its first recipient. 
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Professor Douglas E Joshua, AM biography: 
 
Professor Joshua is also Head of Clinical and Laboratory Haematology at Sydney Cancer Centre, 

Head of Sydney and South Western Sydney Local Health Districts, the Alan Ng Professor in 

Medicine at University of Sydney and a member of the CEC Blood Watch program. 

 

He is chairman of the Blood Clinical and Scientific Advisory Committee (BCSAC) of the NSW 

Department of Health as well as Chairman of the National ARCBS Ethics committee. 

 

Prof. Joshua received his BSC, MB BS, and his D Phil degrees from University of Sydney and 

University of Oxford. He is a fellow of The Royal Australasian College of Physicians and the 

Royal College of Pathologists of Australasia.  

 

Prof. Joshua is scientific advisor and member of the International Myeloma Foundation, the 

Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation, and is secretary of the International Myeloma Society. 

He serves on the editorial board of numerous journals.  

 

Prof. Joshua has a long standing interest in both basic and clinical research in Myeloma and has 

been supported by the National Health and Medical Research Council, Multiple Myeloma 

Research Foundation, International Myeloma Foundation, NSW State Cancer Council, Cancer 

institute of NSW , the University of Sydney Cancer Research Fund and the Sydney Foundation 

for Medical research. 

 

He has held sabbatical appointments as a visiting scholar at the University of Birmingham and 

Harvard. 

 

 


