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Kidney specialist wins prestigious RPA Foundation Medal  
 
Professor Steven Chadban, Director of Kidney Transplantation at Royal Prince Alfred (RPA) 
Hospital was awarded the RPA Foundation 2011 Research Medal for his work on kidney disease 
as a researcher and clinician.  
 
Professor Warwick Britton, Bosch Professor of Medicine & Professor of Immunology at the 
University of Sydney and RPA’s Director of Research, said the winner was chosen by a panel of 
three eminent judges from a strong field of nine applicants.   
 
“Prof. Chadban has a unique skill set, leading the medical and epidemiological research effort on 
behalf of the kidney program as well as working as a transplant clinician and managing a strong 
team of 15 staff at RPA,” Prof. Britton said. 
 
“Over the past 10 years his data and that from other centres has led to an appreciation of the 
burden of chronic kidney disease in Australia and around the world – one in 10 Australians have 
chronic kidney disease and most just don’t know about it. 
 
“While running the state’s major renal transplant unit, he has been prolific in research across a 
wide cross-section of areas. He has published over 120 papers in peer-reviewed international 
journals and has won highly regarded prizes.” 
 
He was the 2008 inaugural recipient of the Ian McKenzie Award for Services to Transplantation 
and was recently awarded the 2011 TJ Neil Award for Outstanding Research in Nephrology.   
 
Prof. Chadban was awarded the University Medal for medicine at Newcastle University before 
moving to Monash University, Melbourne, to train as a kidney specialist and obtain his PhD. After 
completing post-doctoral studies at Cambridge University he returned to Monash. In 2002 RPA 
offered him the once-in-a-lifetime chance to help set up an entire floor dedicated to kidney 
disease in the soon-to-be-completed hospital.  
 
Prof. Chadban said winning the RPA Foundation Medal was a reflection of the work of the entire 
multi-disciplinary team which he draws together.  
 
“The opportunity to run a transplant unit, establish a laboratory and undertake wide-ranging 
research was something I couldn’t turn down. I was able to develop a strong team and we haven’t 
looked back since,” Prof. Chadban said. 
 
“The impact of kidney disease on individuals and society has long been under-appreciated and 
consequently research into kidney disease is important . 
 
“At RPA, by supporting population-based research to find out how much kidney disease there is 
in our society, lab research to find out how and why kidney disease occurs, and clinical research 
to determine which new treatments work best for our patients, our team has greatly contributed to 
a better understanding of kidney disease and what we should do about it both in Australia and 
globally.” 


