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Woolies to bring some joy to Canterbury’s sick kids 
 
The first of December has brought some early Christmas cheer for sick children at Canterbury 
Hospital today. Woolworths Area Manager Sal Elkhier and staff from surrounding stores have 
paid a surprise visit to help deck the halls for Christmas.  
 
Claire Harris, Director of Nursing and Midwifery Services, Canterbury Hospital, said a stay in 
Hospital can be a difficult time for children and their parents, especially at Christmas. She said 
the Hospital was extremely grateful to Woolworths for their generosity.  
 
“Children represent a quarter of all our presentations through our Emergency Department and as 
result we have a steady flow of children through to the unit, as well a large number of booked 
surgical cases,” Ms Harris said.  
 
“We expect quite a few children will be spending Christmas Day as inpatients, and we want to 
make their stay as festive as we possibly can,” she said. 
 
Sal Elkhier said Woolworths would be donating decorations and Christmas Trees for the kids 
ward and around the Hospital, as well as a Christmas stocking for the children and a fresh 
Christmas fare for the nurses’ and doctors’ morning tea. 
 
“Christmas is a special time of the year for us and we want to share some of that seasonal joy 
with those kids who need cheering up the most,” Mr Elkhier said. 
 
“We also want to say a special ‘thank you’ to the hospital staff for their kindness and dedication to 
our kids.” 
 
Ms Harris thanked Woolworths, from all the staff and the patients alike. 
 
“The unit will look incredibly festive, and I am sure will bring a smile to any child’s face,” she said. 
 
“We take this opportunity to wish our Canterbury community a very Merry Christmas from all the 
staff at the Hospital.” 
 
 

 


