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Make your mark to Close the Gap at Concord Hospital 
 
An educational display highlighting the important yet little known contributions made by 
Indigenous servicemen and women throughout WWII will be part of a special event to be held at 
Concord Hospital to recognise Close the Gap Day. 
 
Hospital General Manager, Gary Miller, said the community event, to be held on Monday, March 
21, would be combined with the Hospital’s Harmony Day. 
 
“Close the Gap is an annual event of major significance to all Australians in seeking to close the 
gap in Indigenous health equality,” Mr Miller said. 
 
“The day will feature a range of cultural acts, including internationally acclaimed didgeridoo 
master and leader of the Koomarri Aboriginal dancers, Russell Dawson, and other cultural 
performances.  
 
“There will also be delicious international cuisine on offer, a national costume parade and 
competitions. 
 
“The event will celebrate what makes Australia unique and to share what we, as a country of 
many nations, have in common. It will also offer the opportunity for us to reflect on our country’s 
past and recognise the traditional owners of this land.  

“We invite members of the local Aboriginal and wider community to come together, enjoy the 
celebrations, talk to Health Workers about local health services and learn how they too can help 
close the gap,” he said. 

Concord Hospital was built as a Military Hospital in 1941. 
 
Images selected for the educational display have been sourced from the 1939-1945 WWII 
Newsreels titled ‘Homefront’ by the Australian National Film and Sound Archive.  
 
It is estimated that up to 3000 Indigenous Australians served in the regular armed forces during 
WWII and possibly 150 in irregular units. Some 3000 others were employed as labourers 
performing vital tasks for the military, including salvaging crashed aircraft, locating unexploded 
bombs, and building roads and airfields. 
 
A resource handbook from the Australian War Memorial titled `Too dark for the Light Horse’ about 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in the defence force will also be made available on 
the day.  
 
For more information, call Alice Kang on 9767 8488. 
 


