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Make your mark to Close the Gap at RPA 
 
Everyone is invited to make their mark in helping to close the health gap between Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islanders and non-Indigenous Australians at a special event to be held at Royal 
Prince Alfred Hospital (RPA) on Thursday, March 24. 
 
Sydney Local Health Network (SLHN) Chief Executive, Dr Teresa Anderson, said Close the Gap 
was an annual event of major significance to all Australians in seeking to close the gap in 
Indigenous health equality. 
 
“Inner Sydney has one of the largest urban Aboriginal populations in NSW,” Dr Anderson said. 
 
“However, hospitalisation rates for conditions such as cardiac disease, stroke, diabetes and renal 
disease are more than double that of the comparable non-Aboriginal adult population. 
 
“Sydney Local Health Network offers a number of specific programs designed to help members of 
the local Aboriginal community achieve better health equality. 
 
“We invite everyone to come down to learn how they can access local health services, meet 
members of our Aboriginal health team, and enjoy the day’s events,” she said. 
 
The RPA event, to run from 10am-2pm, will feature guest speakers, face painting, refreshments, 
and a large ‘Make Your Mark’ canvas inviting people to sign their commitment to helping to close 
the health gap.  
 
The event will also feature a range of information stalls to let members of the local Aboriginal and 
wider community know how they can access their local health services. 
 
Dr Anderson said this year ‘s RPA Close the Gap event would be dedicated to Sister Alison 
Bush, one of the state’s longest serving midwives, who passed away last October. 
 
Sister Bush, who started working at RPA in 1969, dedicated her life to creating a better future for 
indigenous people, particularly Aboriginal mums and their babies. 

“It is clear that more Australians want to see an end to the 10-17-year life expectancy gap 
between Indigenous and non Indigenous Australians,” Dr Anderson said. 

“Sister Bush dedicated her life to Close the Gap. By remembering her, we strongly encourage 
staff and members of the local community to do their bit to help Close the Gap.” 

 

 


