
 

Media Release                                      
 
 

 
 
Sydney Local Health District Media Unit 
Tel 9515 9607  A/Hours 0409 243 544   Email sydneymedia@sswahs.nsw.gov.au 

Friday, February 24, 2012 
 

RPA’s great pioneer Matrons remembered 

 
 From its earliest days in 1882, strong women have played a leading role in shaping Royal 

Prince Alfred Hospital into what it is today. 

People can now gain a rare insight into the lives of some of these women thanks to a new 
compilation of biographies of 13 of the Hospital’s Matrons and Directors of Nursing (DONs) 
over its 130 years. 

RPA Museum and Archives Director, Dr Kathryn Hillier, said last year, the Museum hosted 
History Intern, Michelle Afonso, from the University of Notre Dame for two months.  

Dr Hillier said Ms Afonso sourced information and photos from the Museum’s extensive 
archive collection as well as other institutions from around Australia to complete the project. 

“The project shows that RPA’s Matrons always acted as advocates for their nurses, often go 
up against the Hospital’s formidable Board of Directors to demand decent living and working 
conditions,” Dr Hillier said. 

“Matron Newill, for example, organised to have a peaceful and private garden built for the 
nurses for their relaxation and, 100 years later, RPA staff still enjoy this space. 

“There was also Matron Dun, who rightly protested the Hospital’s decision to appoint 
physicians to grade student nurses for their course Nursing Procedures. This opposition cost 
Matron Dun her job and the further resignation of 20 nurses in a remarkable display of 
loyalty and love. 

“In addition to being great leaders at our Hospital, many of the Matrons were also leaders in 
the field of nursing, being founding members of the Colleges and Associations, and 
bestowed MBEs, Royal Red Cross and other awards,” she said. 

To view the project, go to: http://www.sswahs.nsw.gov.au/RPA/Museum/pdf/Matrons.pdf 

• The RPA Museum and Archive, on Level 8, KGV Building, is open to all on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10am to 2pm. Admission is free. 
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