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SLHD welcomes new smoke-free laws   
 
Sydney Local Health District welcomes new smoke-free laws coming into effect from 7 January, 2013.  

 
The Tobacco Legislation Amendment Act 2012 was passed by the NSW Parliament on 15 
August 2012. The Act amends the Smoke-free Environment Act 2000 and makes the following 
public outdoor places smoke-free areas from 7 January, 2013: 

 Within four metres of a pedestrian access point to a public building; 

 Within 10 metres of children’s play equipment;  

 Swimming pool complexes;  

 Spectator areas of sports grounds or other recreational areas while organised sporting 

events are being held;  

 Railway platforms, light rail stations and ferry wharves;  

 Bus stops, light rail stops and taxi ranks.  

This means that smoking is prohibited within four metres of walkways into public hospitals and 
health facilities.  
 
The Acting Director of Sydney Local Health District’s Health Promotion Service, Mandy Williams, 
said tobacco smoking was the greatest single cause of premature death and a leading 
preventable cause of morbidity in NSW.  

“We hope that legislative changes, such as this one, will have a direct impact on the reduction of 
smoking rates, and ultimately on the prevention of premature death,” Ms Williams said.  

“Smoking in public not only impacts your health, it impacts the entire community through 
exposure to environmental tobacco smoke,” she said. 

“For children, exposure to tobacco smoke leads to bronchitis, pneumonia, asthma and other 
illnesses. In adults, it increases the risk of cardiovascular disease, lung cancer and other lung 
diseases.  

“We encourage all staff and community members to keep a watchful eye and adhere to these 
laws to assist with public health,” she said. 

For more information on how the new laws will affect staff, patients and visitors to Sydney Local 
Health District, please contact Caline Haddad (02) 9515 9606, or by email on 
caline.haddad@sswahs.nsw.gov.au. 

For information on quitting smoking contact the Quitline on 13 7848 or visit www.icanquit.com.au. 
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