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More than $110,000 raised for blood cancer research 
 

More than $110,000 was raised last month for blood cancer research at Concord Hospital’s 
Cancer Centre, thanks to the success of the gala cocktail party A Bloody Great Night Out!, held at 
the Concord Medical Education Centre. 
 
“We were thrilled at the level of community support we received for this event, with more than 350 
guests attending, all dressed with their ‘splash of red.’ It was definitely A Bloody Great Night Out! 
with a wonderful vibe and community spirit in the room,” said Associate Professor Judith 
Trotman, Director Clinical Research Unit, Concord Haematology, Concord Cancer Centre. 
 
“We’re so delighted to have exceeded our fundraising target. The $110,000 we raised means that 
dozens of additional patients with blood cancer will now be able to participate in our world-leading 
clinical trials and have access to more than $1 million worth of new medicines, that would 
otherwise not be available to them. 
 
“For these patients and their families, it offers greater hope for a cure and better quality of life. 
We’re so grateful for the community’s support in helping us raise these much needed funds,” 
 Professor Trotman said. 
 
The Haematology Clinical Research Unit at Concord Cancer Centre conducts world-leading 
clinical trials to access and develop innovative therapies for leukaemia, lymphoma, myeloma and 
other blood disorders. As a result, hundreds of patients at Concord Hospital have participated in 
research and benefited greatly from many new treatments, long before national funding is 
available. 
 
The guest of honour for the gala  was world leader in blood cancer care and research, Professor 
Meletios Dimopoulos, Medical Dean, University of Athens.  
 
Funds raised at the event will be split (80 per cent towards the Concord Cancer Centre and 20 
per cent  towards Professor Dimopoulos’ world leading research in Athens). 
 
“We currently collaborate with Professor Dimopoulos in relation to patient care, however, as with 
our other strong European partnerships, as a result of these funds raised, we will now be able to 
expand this collaboration in the area of research. This will ensure even greater success in finding 
cures for blood cancer patients in both Australia and Greece,” Professor Judith Trotman said. 
 
The event was organised by the Community Fundraising Committee for Concord Hospital’s 
Haematology Clinical Research Unit - a group of volunteers including local residents, former 
patients or family members, members of the Greek community and employees of Concord 
Hospital. Co-Chairs were Mary Nassibian and Christina Efthymiades. 
 
The Masters of Ceremonies were popular radio hosts Angela Catterns and Philip Clark. Special 
guests included the Sydney Local Health District’s Chief Executive Teresa Anderson, 
Ambassador of Greece in Australia, Charalampos Dafaranos and Member for Reid Mr Craig 
Laundy. 


