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Recognising our priceless volunteers   
 
This month Sydney Local Health District will recognise the countless hours donated by volunteers 
across district through its annual Volunteer Appreciation Day celebrations. 
 
Medical student Dominic Lopez recently joined the army of volunteers and said it was a great way 
to learn the ropes in a major hospital.  
 
The 20-year-old works as a volunteer at RPA, packing dialysis equipment, running medical notes 
between wards and delivering books and magazines to patients. 
 
“I’d love to come back and work at RPA as a doctor after my studies so it’s really helpful to be 
exposed to the hospital environment and see how everything works,” Mr Lopez said. 
 
“The work we get to do is really rewarding because it actually helps the efficiency of patient flow 
and makes a real difference to the patients we interact with.”  
 
Dr Teresa Anderson, Sydney LHD Chief Executive, said the work performed by volunteers was of 
immense value.  
 
“The generosity and community spirit of our volunteers is truly inspiring,” Dr Anderson said. “Not 
only do they assist with the day-to-day operation of the hospital, but they also make an enormous 
difference to patient experience and comfort during their admission.” 
 
Geoffrey Lean, who has volunteered and trained new volunteers at RPA for the past nine years, 
said the appreciation of staff and patients was all the recognition he needed.  
 
“The most rewarding parts for me is to see a patient smile and hear them say thankyou, but also 
to be welcomed by the staff into the wards and for them to say ‘good to see you, I need you to 
help me with something’,” Mr Lean said.     
 
“The most important thing to me is to help maintain the patient’s dignity and make them feel 
comfortable. I try to put myself in their shoes.” 
 
“I am pleased that we will recognise the enormous contribution of our volunteers this month and I 
would like to personally thank each and every one of them,” Dr Anderson said.  
 
Volunteer Appreciation Day celebrations will be held at a number of facilities across Sydney LHD 
on Monday 24 February.  
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