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Last chance for free head start to nursing career  
 
Sydney Local Health District is urging school leavers and those seeking a career change not to 
miss out on the current round of scholarships for the Diploma of Nursing (Enrolled-Division 2 
Nursing) program offered through NSW Health RTO. 
 
The Chief Executive of Sydney LHD, Dr Teresa Anderson, said the nationally recognised diploma 
provided students with hands-on experience through clinical placements as part of their training.  
 
“The scholarships provide a valuable head start for those seeking a career in nursing as they 
cover the course fees for the Diploma of Nursing qualification,” Dr Anderson said.  “Careers in 
nursing are incredibly rewarding and offer a vast range of experiences from acute hospital wards, 
mental health units, aged care facilities, in paediatrics, emergency and operating theatres.”  
 
Students who complete the course can commence work as an enrolled nurse or enrol in the 
Advanced Diploma of Nursing (Enrolled-Division 2 nursing) or the Bachelor of Nursing degree. 
 
Sydney Local Health District has a large number of positions available for enrolled nurses and all 
students will be assisted with securing employment on completion of the program.  
 
Emel Fikri has worked as an enrolled nurse at Royal Prince Alfred Hospital since she completed 
the program 12 months ago and is about to commence her Bachelor of Nursing degree.    
 
“The course was great because there were lots of opportunities for hands-on learning and 
everyone was really helpful and supportive,” Ms Fikri said.  “I’ve wanted to be a nurse since my 
year 10 career day but I didn’t get the ATAR I needed to study nursing at university right away. 
 
“Now I think the diploma was a better way for me to start my career because I’ve had more 
clinical experience than a first year university student and it was a lot cheaper.  
 
“The government funded my diploma, which was credited as the equivalent of one full year of the 
university course, so I saved the cost of one year of fees.” 
 
The 14 month course includes theory and clinical experience in hospitals in Sydney Local Health 
District. Scholarships are provided to successful applicants. 
 
Scholarship applications close on Friday 22 March. For more information and expression of 
interest forms contact caroline.younan@sswahs.nsw.gov.au or call 8755 3506. 
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