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Help Close the Gap at RPA  
 
Sydney Local Health District is inviting the local community to mark National Close the 
Gap Day at Royal Prince Alfred Hospital by learning about services and initiatives aimed 
at advancing Indigenous health equality.  
 
The Director of Aboriginal Health Services, George Long, said the event would include 
Indigenous cultural performances, live artworks, special guest speakers and information 
on health services.  
 
“Inner Sydney has one of the largest urban Aboriginal populations in NSW and Sydney 
LHD is committed to help members of the local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities improve their health,” Mr Long said.  
 
He said recent achievements included a home visiting program offering Aboriginal 
children and families vital health and paediatric support, the Sister Alison Bush Memorial 
Trust Fund to support Indigenous health workers and the tobacco control project, which 
aims to reduce smoking in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community.  
 
Guest speakers at the event will include Uncle Chicka Madden from Metropolitan Local 
Land Council, Mr Tom Widdup, Close the Gap campaign coordinator at Oxfam Australia, 
Tanika Perry who will discuss educational experiences for Indigenous young people and 
Aboriginal trainee Environmental Health Officer Sally-Anne Donahue.  
 
“While there are many significant achievements to celebrate, the 10 to 17 year gap in life 
expectancy between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians reminds us that there is 
still long and challenging road ahead,” Ms Donahue said.  
 
Sydney Local Health District acting Chief Executive, Deborah Willcox, said the event was 
an opportunity to reassert our commitment to Indigenous health equality.  
 
“We should use this day to reflect on how far we have come, how much more there is to 
do, and how much we can achieve when we work together,” Ms Willcox said.  
 
The Close the Gap event will begin at 11am on Thursday, 20 March, in the R.L Harris 
Room, Kerry Packer Education Centre, Johns Hopkins Drive, Camperdown. Activities will 
then begin at midday on the lawn, King George V Building, opposite RPA, Missenden 
Road, Camperdown.  

For media enquires or interviews with Sally-Anne Donahue call 9515 9607. 

 


