
 

 

On the run… Canterbury Hospital’s Margaret Lai with 
her mobile flu vaccination cart 

 

 

 

Feverish response to vaccination campaign 
Well into the fourth week of the SLHD Influenza 
Vaccination campaign and the District’s smaller 
facilities have already vaccinated most staff. 

At Balmain, nearly 70 per cent of staff have lined 
up for their shot, while at Sydney Dental Hospital, 
nearly half have been vaccinated. 

 “After the rush of the first weeks of the 
campaign, I’m now picking up the stragglers who 
were on holidays during the first run,” said 
Sydney Dental Hospital’s vaccination coordinator, 
June Cassidy.  

Both facilities are winding down their mobile 
vaccination service, with June planning one visit next Wednesday to Dental’s external clinics. The flu 
shots will still be available at the staff health office, while at Balmain Hospital staff who missed the 
initial rollout, or who work after hours, can be vaccinated at the General Practice Casualty. 

Concord Hospital is also finishing its mobile visits tomorrow, with over 1200 staff now vaccinated, 
but will continue to give out the flu shot every day in the staff health office.  

Canterbury and Royal Prince Alfred Hospitals will continue their mobile vaccination units until the 
end of April. 

Canterbury Hospital’s flu vaccination coordinator Margaret Lai has been impressed with the progress 
of the campaign. In addition to staff at Canterbury Hospital, she has received visits from Tresillian 
centre staff wanting the vaccine. She is aiming to get as many people vaccinated before the winter 
flu season starts in May. 

“It’s been a really good turnout,” she said. “The nudge from the administrative staff and 
announcements in nursing unit manager meetings has made all the difference.” 

The mobile flu vaccination teams at Royal Prince Alfred Hospital will visit laboratory staff and the 
Institute of Rheumatology and Orthopaedics soon. Morning vaccinations in the discharge lounge will 
finish on May 2, but flu shots will be available daily in the staff health office. 

“We are still going strong,” said Royal Prince Alfred Hospital’s Clinical Nurse Consultant, Carol Taylor. 

“We are trying to organise a weekend service, and will be attending the monthly market days, where 
we will offer a free vaccinations, free burger and free drink to all comers.” 


