
 

 

Shining a light on brain cancer… Dr Brindha Shivalingam. 
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BrainStorming for a good cause 

Brain cancers are some of the least 

understood and deadliest of all and can 

affect people of all ages.  

At this month‟s Sydney Innovation and 

Research Symposium, Royal Prince 

Alfred neurosurgeon Brindha 

Shivalingam will unveil an initiative 

aimed at revolutionising their treatment 

and radically increasing survival.     

“In recent years we‟ve seen massive 

improvements in survival for melanoma 

and breast cancers because genetic 

analysis has allowed the development 

of new targeted drugs,” Dr Shivalingam 

said.  

“We want to translate this success and  

apply it to brain cancers so that we can  

expect similar massive improvements.”  

This approach could push average survival rates for brain cancer from 18 months to five to 10 

years, and ultimately lead to prevention and complete cures.  

To achieve this goal, Dr Shivalingam has created BrainStorm, a collaboration between RPA and 

the University of Sydney, dedicated to building local capacity for brain cancer research. 

“Here at RPA, we have the greatest surgery, Australia‟s only neuropathology department, and the 

perfect structure to look after brain cancer patients,” Dr Shivalingam said.  

“The one thing that we didn‟t have was a flourishing research laboratory, so we‟re going to 

change that.”  

The first phase of the initiative is to raise enough funds to build state of the art laboratory 

infrastructure within the Ken Parker Brain Tumour Research Laboratories at the Brain and Mind 

Research Institute.  

Dr Shivalingam said the first target was to purchase a $150,000 device capable of analysing 

tissue samples and providing a complete genetic spectrum.  

“As soon as we have that machine we will know whether existing targeted drugs can be used on 

certain types of brain cancers, so we could start to see results very quickly,” she said. 

 



 

 

 

 

“After that we are hoping to raise about $500,000 each year to purchase all the necessary 

equipment and recruit a team of researchers to join Associate Professor Michael Buckland, 

who is RPA‟s head of Neuropathology.” 

Although BrainStorm has not been officially launched, donations have already begun to 

materialise.  

A former patient, Georgie Cross, recently held a „Brain Ball‟ in Wellington NSW and 

managed to raise more than $40,000.  

“Obviously we are only at the beginning now but I am very excited about what this will mean 

for my patients,” Dr Shivalingam said.   

 




