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The Pitch winners catch $50,000 for their ideas 

Some of history’s greatest ideas have languished 

for years and even decades before their true 

potential was finally realised.  

Sydney Local Health District recently held its first 

quarterly event called The Pitch, which aims to 

harness the collective genius of the District’s staff 

members and bring their best ideas from the 

drawing board to our hospitals and services.  

The project called for any staff member from any 

area to submit their idea to improve the way the 

District operates, with $240,000 available in the 

next year to bring winning ideas to fruition.  

Two winners have shared $50,000 made 

available for the first round with Balmain Hospital 

receiving $33,000 to create a therapy garden for 

rehabilitation patients, and Allied Health granted 

$17,000 to purchase a mobile fibre optic endoscopic evaluation of swallowing machine to 

test patients’ ability to swallow, reducing the risk of aspiration pneumonia. 

All finalists presented their pitches before a judging panel and audience of their peers at the 

Kerry Packer Education Centre.  

District Chief Executive, Dr Teresa Anderson, said a total of 21 pitches were submitted and 

that selecting six finalists and then two winners was very difficult.   

“All of the submissions highlighted the passion and enthusiasm our staff have for 

performance improvement, innovation and patient centred care,” Dr Anderson said.   

“I would like to congratulate the winners of the first round and thank each and every staff 

member who took the time to contribute to a submission.” 

“Our staff members clearly have the ability and motivation to drive real improvements in the 

system so I am proud that we have provided a new way for them to achieve this.”  

Dr Anderson said she was looking forward to seeing even more exciting ideas in the next 

round.  

For more information or to submit your pitch online visit 

www.slhd.nsw.gov.au/Innovation/pitch.html.  

http://www.slhd.nsw.gov.au/Innovation/pitch.html

