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SLHD wins Minister’s award for mental health care 

Sydney Local Health District has been recognised for its outstanding provision of mental health care 

at the annual NSW Health awards. 

The District was awarded the Minister for Mental Health Award for Excellence in the Provision of 

Mental Health Services and the People’s Choice award for its Mental Health Co-Located GP 

Service model, implemented at Marrickville and Redfern Health Centres (and soon to be 

recommencing at Croydon Health Centre). 

The model ensures community mental health services work collaboratively with GPs to improve the 

health status of mental health clients by providing seamless and continuous care.  

It uses preventative health strategies such as treating physical health problems, preventing and 

implementing early intervention activities, tailoring medication use and reducing misdiagnosis, or 

non-diagnosis. 

The NSW Minister for Mental Health, Jai Rowell, said SLHD had “managed to deliver vital health 

care services to many people living with mental illness who may otherwise have not have come into 

contact with treatment for a range of other health problems”. 

“Across NSW, there are a huge range of innovative mental health initiatives being developed that 

will improve the lives of those touched by mental illness,” he said. 

“I am constantly impressed by the level of commitment from our mental health care professionals 

right across the state in pioneering new models of care, and always looking at ways to better serve 

the needs of those living with mental illness. 

“Sydney Local Health District’s project, Holistic Health for Mental Health Patients, is an outstanding 

example of an innovative partnership that provides patients with holistic care and greater access to 

GPs, psychiatrists, clinical psychologists and other allied mental health professionals for mental 

health care. 

“It showcases the power of how working together can result in earlier detection and intervention of 

physical health problems, improved care co-ordination and increased access to a wider range of 

services,” Mr Rowell said. 

“I congratulate the dedicated health care professionals who have developed this model of care and 

who continue to strengthen the care available for those seeking treatment for mental illness.” 

The General Manager of Redfern, Marrickville and Croydon Health Centres, Jason Cheng, said the 

awards were well deserved. 

“These awards recognise our centre staff’s commitment and innovation in providing holistic health to 

our mental health clients, and I’d like to congratulate all staff involved.  I’m also tremendously proud 

that our model of care is really changing lives in our community,” Mr Cheng said. 


