
 

 

 

25 November, 2014 

It’s easy to get tested for HIV 

The theme for this year’s HIV Awareness Week is EASY, focussing on the greatly improved access 

and convenience of HIV testing. HIV testing is now easier than ever before. Rapid HIV testing offers 

results in less than 30 minutes, there are longer and more convenient opening hours of sexual 

health clinics, and community and health sector partnerships have enabled testing to be more 

accessible.  

The Director of RPA’s Sexual Health Service, Associate Professor Catherine O'Connor, says: 

“Testing is faster and easier and strictly confidential. The earlier you know your HIV status, the 

quicker you see a doctor to maintain your healthy life.” 

The key objectives of HIV Awareness Week are to: 

 Increase access to HIV related information, testing and treatment within high risk  

populations; 

 Increase general community awareness by addressing the misconceptions and stigma 

towards people living with HIV; 

 Increase SLHD workforce knowledge in relation to HIV; 

 Promote RPA Sexual Health and a[TEST] Newtown. 

 

A series of activities has been planned. The major highlights of the week are: 

 “Ending HIV Mural” at the Newtown Hub in collaboration with Newtown Neighbourhood 

Centre (12pm-3 pm on November 27); 

 Promotion of RPA Sexual Health and limited edition safe packs distributed at Imperial 

Hotel, Newtown (November 24-December 1);  

 HIV education at RPA and Canterbury Hospital’s Emergency Department utilising 

Positive Speakers (3pm-4 pm on November 24, 26 and 27); 

 HIV information and resources distributed at a community event at Aboriginal Medical 

Service Redfern (12pm-2pm on December 5); 

 Giant red ribbon display at KGV building, RPA (24 November – 1 December). 

 

For more information on HIV testing, treatment and prevention go to 

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/endinghiv  

For information on HIV testing locations and sexual health clinic bookings go to  

http://www.slhd.nsw.gov.au/CommunityHealth/SexualHealth/default.html 
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