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Early start for new smoke free laws 
 

It’s World No Tobacco Day this 

weekend and Sydney Local 

Health District is congratulating 

local businesses which have 

already adopted new smoke-free 

dining laws, due to take effect on 

July 6.  

 

The new laws will ban smoking in 

seated outdoor dining areas 

while food is being served under 

the Smoke-free Environment Act 

2000. 

 

For the owner of Strawberry 

Fields Patisserie in Dulwich Hill,  

Simon Bimson, the decision was an easy one. 

 

"Occasionally, someone will complain when I tell them they’re not allowed to smoke but generally 

people are really happy about it,” Mr Bimson said.  

 

“I wanted a family-friendly environment because people come here with their children to enjoy their 

coffee and food, not to breathe in second hand smoke. 

 

“I think the new laws are a great idea. I was a smoker many years ago, but back then I don't think 

we understood the danger of passive smoking as well as we do now.”   

 

The new legislation applies to all ignited smoking products, including cigarettes, cigars, pipes and 

water-pipes.  

 

“From 6 July, NSW Health authorised inspectors will be able to issue on the spot fines of $300 for 

individuals and penalties of up to $5500 for occupiers who ignore the ban,” Sydney Local Health 

District Environmental Health Officer Geoff Tan said. 

 

Since the beginning of 2013, smoking has been banned in several outdoor public places including 

all NSW public transport stops and stations, within 10 metres of children’s playgrounds, spectator 

areas of sporting grounds, public swimming pools and within four metres of pedestrian entrances to 

public buildings. 

 

Local businesses should visit www.health.nsw.gov.au/smokefree to register for updates about 

smoke-free outdoor dining and to order free materials including an industry guide and mandatory 

outdoor ‘no smoking’ signage. 
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