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Joining forces at Aboriginal Medical Service 
 
 
Australia still has a long way to go to close 
the life expectancy gap between 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Australians, 
but there has been some improvement. 
 
That means Aboriginal people are living 
longer and dealing with more age and 
lifestyle related conditions than ever 
before. 
 
To help tackle this issue, two new clinics 
have opened at the Redfern Aboriginal 
Medical Service, with some assistance 
from clinicians from Sydney Local Health 
District.   
 
The aged health and endocrinology clinics are the result of a highly collaborative planning and 
consultation process. 
 
The Chief Executive of Sydney Local Health District, Dr Teresa Anderson, and senior members of 
the Aboriginal Medical Service, Sol Bellear and LaVerne Bellear, last week attended a formal launch 
of the new clinics.  
 
“The aged health and endocrinology services provided here will go a long way in addressing the 
chronic disease that is recognised as a major priority for Aboriginal health,” Dr Anderson said. 
 
Sydney Local Health District’s director Aged Care, Rehabilitation and Chronic Care, Dr John Cullen, 
said the aged health clinic would provide the specialist expertise of a geriatrician in the management 
of multi-morbidity, cognitive difficulties and functional limitations. 

“There was a real need for an aged care health service in this community. Through the expertise of 
a geriatrician, we aim to improve access to other district services. Already, the service has been well 
received by those involved, and the community has really welcomed it,” Dr Cullen said. 

Professor Ian Caterson from the University of Sydney said the diabetes and general endocrinology 
clinic would fill some gaps in the spectrum of service provision for diabetes, providing prevention, 
treatment, monitoring, surveillance for complications, management of complications and co-
morbidities. 

“I’m very pleased to be able to be a part of the Aboriginal Medical Service and to bring our expertise 
to develop a very unique service to this community,” he said. 
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