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A decade of work on health disparities 
 
It’s been 10 years since the Close the Gap 
campaign set out to improve the life 
expectancy of Indigenous Australians.  
 
To mark the occasion yesterday, Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal staff across the District 
were privileged to hear from Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander social justice 
commissioner  Mick Gooda at a ceremony at 
Canterbury Hospital. 
  
Mr Gooda has been actively involved in 
advocacy in Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander affairs for more than 25 years and has 
delivered strategic and sustainable results in 
remote, rural and urban environments. He 
spoke about the role in providing targeted 
health services for the Aboriginal community. 
 
“We are aware we were never going to see instant results, but 10 years on, after changes to the 
health system and $1.6 billion in funding since 2008, we are seeing some improvements,” he said.  
 
While life expectancy for indigenous people is still between 10 and 17 years less than for non-
indigenous people, the reduction in smoking rates and improved infant mortality rates are already 
signs of the great work being done to improve health outcomes.  
 
The District’s Director of Operations, Ms Deborah Willcox, spoke of the District’s achievements in 
increasing the Aboriginal workforce and ensuring all staff undergo cultural training, but she 
recognised that more is still to be done.  
 
“Providing the very best health care for everyone is a basic human right and at Sydney Local Health 
District, we are in the business of health and giving people what they need,” she said.  
 
“Today we are motivated and energised to continue to influence change and make our health 
services accessible and welcoming to all and to closing the gap.” 
 
Mr Gooda’s words were well received by all in attendance, a strong reminder of the part health 
professionals can play. 
 
“We all need to look at what we do. Sometimes we just need to do things a little differently to make 
sure Aboriginal people get to access the services everyone else does.”  
 
View the Close the Gap progress and priorities report at humanrights.gov.au. 

L-R: Canterbury Hospital General Manager Ann Kelly, 
SLHD Board Member Susan Anderson, Social Justice 
Commissioner Mick Gooda, and SLHD Director of 
Operations Deborah Willcox.  
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