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Honouring the ANZAC tradition 
 
As a former medical officer in the Army Reserve, 
Colonel Bob Lusby, AM, comes from a family 
with a long-standing tradition of serving the  
nation.  
 
His father, uncles and aunties had various roles 
in the medical corps and his uncle, and 
namesake, was a Changi prisoner-of-war.  
 
As a vascular surgeon, Professor Emeritus 
Lusby, now 70, was a Professor of Surgery at 
Concord Hospital for 33 years.  
 
Recently retired, he is chair of the ANZAC 
Research Institute and will attend this week’s 
service at Concord as he has many times in the 
past.  
 
“My family was from that generation that all 
volunteered to do something when called on,” 
he said. 
 
“I was in the Army Reserve as a medical officer for 16 years and I was deployed on three occasions, 
to Rwanda, East Timor and Bouganville in the 1990s.” 
 
His three-month role supporting the United Nations in Rwanda in 1994/1995 was the first time 
Australia had deployed a major medical team since the Vietnam War.   
 
“It was interesting and traumatic. They can’t send troops without the medical officers, so our 
presence enabled the conflict to be dampened somewhat. 
  
“The Army isn’t big enough to have full-time surgeons, so it relies on Reservists to support these 
missions. I think it’s a very Australian thing to do, and civilian volunteering is in line with the ANZAC 
tradition and the contribution of my family before me.” 
 
Tomorrow, Concord Hospital will hold its annual ANZAC Day service at the Kokoda Track Memorial 
Walkway, Killoola Street, Concord West from 10.30am.  
 
The theme for the service is the changing face of military medicine from WWI-present and will 
feature dignitaries including Professor Dame Marie Bashir and representatives from the Australian 
Defence Force and consulates of Turkey, US and Great Britain.  

Concord Hospital General Manager Tim Sinclair, with 
Colonel Bob Lusby, AM.  
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