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Australasia’s first sensory suite opens 
 
Sydney Local Health District is 
opening Australasia’s first 
BreastScreen sensory suite this 
month, aimed at reducing the stress 
of undergoing a mammogram.  
 
The sensory suite, in a new purpose-
built BreastScreen clinic in the 
Campsie Centre, allows women to 
choose relaxing scenes on big 
screens, and experience their 
associated sounds and smells, 
reducing anxiety and providing a 
welcome distraction.  
 
The centre will also help the District 
target the Muslim community in the 
Canterbury local government area, which, due to cultural and language barriers, is less likely to 
attend for regular mammograms. 
 
Canterbury Hospital consumer and Muslim Women’s Association representative Wafa Zaim knows 
having the new centre and the sensory suite will make a big difference to her community. 
 
“Muslim women can be hesitant to access health services. By providing them with easy access to 
such a suite, and having bilingual workers facilitating the process, we can hopefully work at breaking 
this down,” she said.  
 
The centre has been funded by the Lantern Club in Roselands, which raised $100,000 by going pink 
for breast cancer awareness month last year.  
 
The funds raised will also help provide interpreters for the centre.  
 
And now Campsie Rotary Club is keen to fund three new sensory suites across the District, 
incoming president Marie Dickinson says. 
 
“Everybody on our board has known someone suffering from or been touched by breast cancer. 
These suites will have a huge impact, by making the experience less clinical. It will take the fear 
away, especially in our local multicultural community, where healthcare can be foreign and sterile to 
some. Anything to make the experience a little less frightening is worthwhile.”  
 
The new centres will be located at Camperdown, Croydon and in the mobile Breastscreen van.  
The Campsie Centre is located at 14-28 Amy St. For bookings, phone 13 20 50.  
 
  

Campsie Rotary Club’s incoming president Marie Dickinson selecting a 
theme in the new Campsie sensory suite. 
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