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Ending HIV in NSW 
 
One in seven people with HIV in NSW may be 
unaware they have the virus, risking their own health 
and that of others.  
 
Sydney Local Health District is supporting NSW 
Health’s HIV Testing Week from 1-7 June by 
encouraging those at risk to have a HIV test, which is 
easier and faster than ever before. 
 
HIV Testing Week aims to raise awareness of the 
importance of HIV testing to improve health outcomes 
and to reduce HIV transmission.  
 
Sydney Local Health District is encouraging gay and 
homosexually active men, people from countries with 
high rates of HIV such as some African and South 
East Asian countries and others who may be at risk of HIV from unsafe sexual practices to get 
tested. Pregnant women should also be tested, irrespective of risk, as treatment during pregnancy is 
very effective in stopping the baby from getting infected. 
 
The medical director of the RPA sexual health clinic, Associate Professor Catherine O’Connor, said 
NSW has made significant progress in making HIV testing easier and faster. 
 
“A range of high quality, safe and innovative HIV testing services are now available such as rapid 
HIV testing, express clinics, and after-hours clinics,” she said. 
 
“Almost 500,000 HIV tests were conducted in NSW last year, a seven per cent rise on the number 
of tests in 2014.” 
 
Around 11,500 people in NSW are living with HIV infection, making HIV testing vital because it is 
often transmitted by people who don’t know they have the virus. 
 
“People at risk of HIV need to test regularly so they can receive early treatment and prevent 
transmission of HIV to others. High levels of testing, treatment and maintaining safe sex practices 
are the key if we are to achieve our ambitious target of ending HIV transmission by 2020.”  
 
To find out where to get tested go to:  

 RPA Sexual Health, 16 Marsden Street, Camperdown  
 a[TEST] King Street Newtown 
 

For more information on HIV testing, treatment and prevention go to 
www.health.nsw.gov.au/endinghiv or call the NSW Sexual Health Infolink 1800 451 624. 


