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Great minds think alike   
 
Sydney Local Health District’s 
fourth Sydney Innovation and 
Research Symposium was a 
roaring success with more than 
1000 people attending the event.  

Keynote speaker Professor 
Michael Wilson explored the future 
of robotic surgery innovation and 
Royal Prince Alfred Hospital’s new 
surgical training centre as the only 
public hospital in Australia with the 
latest da Vinci surgical robot.  

Clinical Associate Professor David 
Gattas shared the impressive 
profile of RPA’s intensive care unit, 
one of Australia’s largest. He was 
joined by former patient Andrew 
Hunt, whose life was saved by the 
ICU team at RPA, who went on to 
share his emotional and inspiring 
story. 

Dr Michael Crawford and Associate 
Professor David Bowen 
showcased the latest research in 
liver transplant outcomes. 

Expert presentations ranged from 
adult congenital heart disease and 
programs to engage disadvantaged youth, to new ways to teach tomorrow’s surgeons.  

The Pitch remained a crowd favourite with all five proposals taking home funding for their 
innovative and forward-thinking ideas.  

The annual Great Debate on whether we need more money, or just less waste brought 
about a lively argument with the crowd siding with the all-female team supporting ongoing 
funding.  

NSW Health Minister Jillian Skinner joined Redfern Aboriginal Medical Service Chair Sol 
Bellear to launch the Sydney Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Health Partnership’s report and 
recommendations on the social determinants of Aboriginal health. 
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The Chief Executive of Sydney Local Health District, Dr Teresa Anderson, said the event 
was bigger and better than ever before.  

“The symposium is not just a great place to showcase the latest innovation and research in 
our District, it is also a place where ideas can be created and shared. 

“This event saw some of the best medical minds of our time come together and I have no 
doubt it will have a profound impact on healthcare delivery and patient care in the future,” 
Dr Anderson said.  

The Sydney Research Awards honoured our dedicated and passionate clinicians, 
academics, researchers and partnerships and invested in the future of medical research. 
Sydney Research is a collaboration of world leading researchers from our academic, 
scientific, clinical and community settings which sets out to improve lives and the wellbeing 
of all through excellence in research.  

 

Sydney Research Award winners 

Research Excellence for overall best publication in a high impact journal: Dr Holly Bolton 
and Professor Barbara Fazekas de St Groth -The Centenary Institute 

Young Researcher Award for outstanding performance as an early career researcher: Dr 
Greg Fox – Clinical Academic in Respiratory Medicine at RPA and Central Clinical School 

Research Supervisor Award for outstanding effort as a postgraduate research supervisor: 
Lisa Keay – The George Institute 

Annual Health Research Infrastructure Award: Dr Vivien Chen – The ANZAC Research 
Institute and Concord Hospital 

Josette Eris Memorial Scholarship: Dr Susan Wan and Dr Tracey Ying 

Clinician Researcher Scholarship: Dr Sonali Gnanenthiran – Cardiology Advanced trainee 
at Concord Hospital   

Health Informatics Research Scholarship: Dr Simone Visser - Respiratory Fellow at Royal 
Prince Alfred Hospital. 


