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Celebrating partnerships in NAIDOC Week 
 
Moving rhythmically to the sounds of a didgeridoo, the 
Koormurri Dancers brought this year’s NAIDOC theme 
– Songlines: The living narrative of our nation – to life at 
the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital celebrations today.  

Sydney Local Health District staff and community 
members gathered to celebrate the cultures, histories 
and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples and honour NAIDOC Week.  

Ricky Lyons, board member of the Redfern Aboriginal 
Medical Service (AMS), spoke about the significance of 
Songlines which are recorded in traditional songs, 
stories, dance and art, and carry spiritual and cultural 
connection to traditional lore and customs. 

“Songlines have been passed down for thousands of 
years and are central to the lives of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people. In some cases songlines 
are mirrored by the sky,” he said. 

Another theme highlighted was the importance of 
partnerships with both Mr Lyons and Sydney Local 
Health District Chief Executive, Dr Teresa Anderson, 
speaking highly of the partnership between the District 
and the Redfern AMS.  

“We really value and respect our partnership with the AMS and the broader Aboriginal community. 
We are enriched by it and by working with our Aboriginal brothers and sisters,” Dr Anderson said. 

“I have great confidence that together we’re going to achieve great things for the long term health of 
Aboriginal people.” 

Dr Anderson said the District was deeply committed to achieving equity and aimed to have at least 
2.6 per cent of the workforce represented by Aboriginal staff. 

“We want everyone in our Aboriginal community to feel safe coming to our health services and to 
see themselves reflected in our staff,” she said.  

“It is important that our Aboriginal community feels safe in our hands.” 

The NAIDOC event also featured a spectacular performance by the Koormurri Dancers followed by 
a feast of barbecued kangaroo, emu and crocodile, further promoting and celebrating Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander cultures through the sharing and enjoyment of traditional foods. 
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