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Helping junior doctors learn the ropes  
 
A hundred of anything is an achievement.  

But 100 podcasts, aimed at educating junior 
doctors by medical experts from across 
Australia, is a milestone. 

The brain behind the onthewards.org 
podcast is the Acting Director of Emergency 
at Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, Dr James 
Edwards.  

“100 podcasts – it has taken a long time to 
get here, lots of hard work by the whole 
team.  

“We decided to speak to Professor Nick 
Talley for our 100th. He is a leader in health 
and an inspirational figure. Not only has he been dean of many clinical schools, he’s even written a 
textbook that nearly every junior doctor uses.” 

The concept of the podcast was thought up a few years ago when Dr Edwards realised it was a 
good way to provide accessible education to time-poor junior doctors.  

“It’s a learning resource so a lot of nurses and medical students use it too. We use a simple 
approach by getting a junior doctor to come up with the questions they’d like asked of an expert, 
that way we make sure the questions are based on what a junior doctor wants to know.” 

Now regularly the number one medical podcast in Australia, the program continues to go from 
strength to strength.  

“This gets out to a large group of people. For example, medical staff based in rural or regional areas 
might not have access to many specialists. This way they can listen to some of the best medical 
experts in the world.  

“We wanted the website, which features the podcasts and blogs, to be available free to everyone 
regardless of where they work. We have people from Victoria, Western Australia and Queensland 
contributing.  

“I am humbled by the success of it so far and the opportunities in the future are endless.” 

 

Professor Nick Talley and Dr James Edwards 
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