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Tuberculosis screening at Sydney Dental Hospital 
 
Sydney Local Health District has screened 27 staff after a dentist at Sydney Dental Hospital 
tested positive to tuberculosis.  
 
As a precautionary measure, screening is also being offered to 47 patients who had close contact 
with the employee.   
 
Sydney Local Health District was notified of the diagnosis on Wednesday, October 19, 2016. The 
dentist has been on sick leave since commencing treatment on October 11, 2016.  
 
Since being notified of the diagnosis, Sydney Local Health District’s Tuberculosis Service has 
liaised with TB experts to conduct a thorough risk assessment including review of the employee’s 
medical status and work practices, in accordance with national guidelines. This process has been 
advised by an expert panel consisting of leading tuberculosis clinicians. 
 
The investigation process must be done methodically to ensure an accurate assessment is made 
and to determine if anyone else requires testing for tuberculosis. 
 
Screening for tuberculosis involves a test called a Mantoux test. In some circumstances, a chest 
X-ray is required.  In managing the contacts of people with tuberculosis, it is the usual practice to 
first screen people who have had the most contact with the person with TB.  
 
This process identified that the employee had a low risk of spreading TB infection. As staff 
working in the same unit were most exposed to the sick employee they have been screened first. 
There is no indication of active TB in any other employee, and at present there is no indication of 
spread of TB infection. Nevertheless, experts have recommended that some patients also be 
screened. The 412 other patients who visited the clinic while the employee was sick between 
April and October 2016 will also be contacted but are not recommended to have screening at this 
stage. 
 
TB screening clinics will be held at Sydney Dental Hospital over the next two weeks staffed by 
expert tuberculosis clinicians. The first clinic will be held tomorrow.   
 
We do not believe anyone else who visited Sydney Dental Hospital needs to be screened. 
However, if patients, parents or carers have concerns, they can call our hotline on 1800 191 663. 
 
It is important to note, the risk of any patients contracting tuberculosis is very low.  Most people 
with tuberculosis acquire the infection from someone they spend a lot of time with, such as 
someone they live with. It is very unusual to become infected with tuberculosis after brief contact.  
Tuberculosis is a disease caused by infection with the bacteria Mycobacterium tuberculosis. 
Symptoms of tuberculosis can include a cough that lasts for more than three weeks, fevers, 
unexplained weight loss, night sweats, always feeling tired, loss of appetite, blood stained 
sputum, or pain and/or swelling in the affected area when tuberculosis is outside the lungs.  
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Australia has one of the lowest rates of tuberculosis in the world. About 1200 cases are 
diagnosed in Australia each year, with about 500 of these in NSW.  
 
Preventive treatment for tuberculosis is highly effective and Australia has a long history of 
successfully containing and treating the condition.  
 
For more information about tuberculosis, please visit 

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/factsheets/Pages/Tuberculosis.aspx 
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