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Patient comfort the winner at the Pitch  
 
Providing the best in patient comfort 
and recovery was the winner at the 
final round of the Pitch for the year, 
with all four presenters receiving 
support for their innovation.  

Sydney Dental Hospital’s special care 
dentistry department will receive 
funding for sensory tools including 
specialised pillows, hand-held 
massagers and weighted blankets to 
improve the experience for patients 
with special needs. 

“The special care dentistry department provides oral care for 
patients with intellectual disabilities, medical, physical or 
psychiatric conditions including dental phobia,” said the unit’s 
dental officer, Zanab Malik. 

“The aids will help to reduce anxiety, provide distraction and 
improve patient comfort, reducing the need for general anesthetic.”  

Concord Hospital’s nutrition and dietetics department will purchase two medical body composition 
analysis scales to measure weight, lean muscle and fat mass.  

The scales will be used to identify oncology and aged care patients at risk of malnutrition and allow 
earlier intervention to improve lean muscle.  

A new exercise video and brochures translated into Greek, Italian, Mandarin and Cantonese will be 
produced to help instruct non-English speaking patients complete common physiotherapy exercises.  

Concord Hospital first-year physiotherapist, Michael Sanderson, said the video will be used to 
improve orthopedic surgery patients recover. 

“Patients with limited or no English proficiency spent an average of 1.85 days longer on the 
orthopedic ward than English-speaking patients,” he said. 

Concord Hospital’s oncology haematology and palliative care ward (5 east) will have three new 
murals installed in the single rooms. 

The murals have been proven to have a therapeutic and calming effect on isolated immune-
suppressed patients and those undergoing high-dose chemotherapy or stem cell transplantation 
with long hospital stays. 

Congratulations to all winners. You can submit your application for the Pitch in 2017 at 
www.slhd.nsw.gov.au/innovation/pitch.html.  
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