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RPA doctor heads to Stanford  
 
A Royal Prince Alfred Hospital 
junior doctor will head to 
Stanford next year to complete 
a Master in Biomedical 
Informatics after being named 
the winner of the 2017 Roden 
Cutler NSW John Monash 
Scholarship.  

The coveted scholarship was 
presented to Dr Martin 
Seneviratne and 19 other 
recipients by NSW Premier 
Mike Baird last week.  

Dr Seneviratne, 27, has had a 
long interest in clinical 
informatics and digital health, studying computer science before medicine. 

Currently serving on the national board of the Health Informatics Society of Australia and 
advising the Australian Digital Health Agency, Dr Seneviratne said he would use the 
Stanford opportunity to further his knowledge on how data and digital health systems could 
be used to inform patient care.  

“At the moment, there is a focus in digitising processes in medicine. The next phase is 
actually using the volume of data that comes from those systems,” he said. 

“Every field stands to be impacted, but I can see the biggest gains are to be made in 
primary healthcare. It’s a natural place to start.” 

The John Monash Scholarships are the most important postgraduate scholarships available 
in Australia today. They are awarded to outstanding Australians with leadership potential 
and support up to three years of postgraduate study at prestigious universities around the 
world. 

After several rounds of interviews, Dr Seneviratne says this is the "holy grail of 
scholarships" and is very grateful to those that made his career possible to date.  

"This is a dream come true. I am overwhelmed and a little nervous because it is a 
significant life change but it will be an adventure and I’m already noticing the opportunities 
that have come from this announcement.” 

Dr Seneviratne would love to come back to RPA in the future and bring with it his 
knowledge gained at Stanford, a world-leader in digital medicine. 
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