
Awards  
 



Steel wool umbrella 
by 

Austin Turpin 

The sparks are symbolistic of hardship, and under 
the umbrella are two people. One holding the  
umbrella for the other, symbolizing the relief and 
support a person, more specifically a friend, can 
give. This is what it means to be part of a tribe. 

1st 



Two per cent difference 
by 

Justin Brandis 

 

Chimpanzees & humans have 98% of their DNA in 
common & yet the difference between us is 
enormous… Or is it? They live in family groups, 
educate their young, care for their elderly & display 
a huge range of emotions, as well as intelligence. 
That two percent difference between us means they 
don’t belittle each other, take more than they need, 
or destroy their environment… Sounds like a tribe 
I’d like to live in…I took this photo because I saw the 
reflection & liked the symmetry. Only when I was 
processing afterwards did I see the child on the other 
side of the glass. I like how the child & the 
chimpanzee seem to be looking at each other, while 
at the same time, the chimpanzee is also looking 
away… It made me wonder who should be on which 
side of the glass? 98% similar, but that 2% makes 
all the difference. 

2nd 



Sometimes we need them more than they need us 
by 

Lisa Rowley 

 

This photo was taken at sunset at Narrabeen lakes, 
completely unplanned... just taking in the beauty 
and how fortunate I am to have my children who 
have more or less saved my life by being in it. 

3rd 



May lane 
by 

Tracye Hughes 

I love exploring the streets of Newtown and 
experiencing all the different art and graffiti , its 
also relaxed and welcoming to all different types of 
people. 

Staff Award 



That old ute 
by 

Tara Stewart 

This is a favourite, yes people will look at it and 
say “but it’s just a old rusty Ute” yes it is, but it’s 
an old rusty Ute with many memories, as you get 
older you start to lose those memories not this old 
rusty Ute she holds them together. 

Technical Award 



Young wings 
by 

Alison Menzies 

Some of my favourite and happiest memories have 
been made at Luna Park, surrounded by people who 
accept me and my interests. I've been to two concerts 
there, and each time I have had an incredible 
experience with my friends and even made some 
new friends. Just like amusement parks, music 
brings together people of all ages to support one 
another and have fun. 

Excellence Award 



Home 
by 

Amanda Stilbe 

These dates were carved in the rock by my dad 
when my grandpa had finished building their 
family home. This house was built by my grandpa 
after they moved to Australia as refugees. My dad 
grew up in this house and when he got married 
bought it off his parents so that it became his 
family home and now is mine. This house has 
never been out of my family since it was built. 
Even though they have both long passed I have this 
ongoing connection to them that I can also pass on 
to the next generation. 

Excellence Award 



The pot 
by 

Amirsalar Rashidianfar 

Food is the cornerstone of bringing a tribe together. 
Love is instinctively tangled with food and there is 
a sweetness to the communal pot where everyone 
contributes to make their hard work come to brew.  

Excellence Award 



My tribe is the world 
by 

Cliff Philipiah 

My 9yo daughter wrote this poem for Harmony 
Day this year: 

 
Harmony day brings us together 
Acceptance from different countries 
Interesting conversations 
We make new friends 
Meet new families 
As beautiful as we are 
We are all different and unique 
 
As the father of 9yo & 12yo girls, I fear that they 
are being exposed to hatred & bigotry on a global 
scale from what they see on the news. Inspired by 
my daughter’s poem - using bracelets named with 
the main religions - I took this photo to show that 
together we are all one people, one race...MY TRIBE. 

Excellence Award 



The game 
by 

James Li 

This photograph was captured at my coach's 
basketball game, a display of high level basketball 
was present down in Alexandria. The photo 
highlights teammates and the opposition picking 
up one another when they are down but it also 
captures that basketball is more than just a 'game'. 
This photo exhibits the multiculturalism down 
under in Australia shown by a display of 
acceptance from a variety of different ethnicities in 
this photograph. The basketball court is also a place 
that clears your mind out which helps you 
mentally, when stepping on the court it is my 
happy place where all you can you think about is 
the game and nothing else. To me this is my tribe, 
basketball is more than a 'game', it brings people 
around the world together and shows the effects of 
what sport can do. 

Excellence Award 



My tribe of plants 
by 

Lauren Parker 

Tending to my tribe of plants, 
I feel myself refreshed.  
I love to make them happy, 
And I get to take a breath.  
 
They take me as I am,  
Remind me that I’m strong, 
As another living thing, 
They acknowledge I belong.  
 
I take the time to befriend each one, 
Who loves to climb, who loves sun.  
I feel secure in my habit, 
Of self-care for me (and for the planet!)  
 
Around them I feel comfortable, 
Loving, caring for my friends, 
It brings me lots of joy, 
To see them as they bend, 
Up towards the light, 
Watching them and knowing: 
All of us are growing. 

Excellence Award 



Letting go 
by 

Lisa Defreitas 

I have Depression Anxiety PTSD BPD and suicidal 
thoughts. Being near water helps me a lot. In this 
photo I had every intention to keep walking into the 
ocean (I can't swim) I looked to my left and 
realised life is beautiful. 

Excellence Award 



Pinnacle’s at sunset 
by 

Savannah Merrick 

In May 2019 I visited the Pinnacle’s in western 
Australia. I found it to be a very baron place, while 
at the same time it was a very stunning location 
despite there being a lot of people around it never felt 
like it. It felt like a peaceful place with plenty of 
room for everyone to have space to themselves. 
Making it even more beautiful was the changing 
colours of the sands and Pinnacles sitting 
watching the sunset looking over the Southern 
Ocean. 

Excellence Award 



Bowling 
by 

Tanija Novosel 

My favourite place is at Tenpin Bowling. I play 
Tenpin bowling in a competition every Monday 
night. This outing helps me connect and interact 
with friends on a social level . We support each other 
and this inspires me to do better.  Bowling 
demonstrates working in a team environment. Not 
only it’s a social outing, it also provides me to be 
physically active. Therefore, all these aspects of 
Tenpin bowling benefits to healthy mind and 
healthy body.  

Excellence Award 



The ache to belong: monochrome 

naming 
by 

Trish Jean 

A double orphan at 15. That had everything to do 
with mine and my seven siblings’ commitment, 
belonging as tribe, no matter what, however best we 
could. Enduringly. Things are very coloured and 
hued, in who we all are, what we each bring to the 
tribe and the world. Any ache to belong to 
anything, caused by difference, uniqueness, 
societal judgement, labelling, is eased by our black 
and white commitment to belonging. Our tribe 
includes small people. Next generation. Represented 
by monochrome naming, the simplicity and 
profundity of calling by name, of making each 
letter fit, a form of belonging.  

Excellence Award 


