
 

Sister Rosa Angela Kirkcaldie Australian Naval and 
Military Expeditionary Force (AN&MEF) Queen Alexandra's 
Imperial Military Nursing Service (QAIMNS) 

 
Royal Prince Alfred Hospital (RPA) nurse training record: Commenced March 5 1910  

DOB: June 3 1887   Religion: C of E  

Address: Bridge St, Homebush 

Father’s occupation: Assistant Commissioner of Railways 

Schooling: Presbyterian Ladies College  

Certificate granted: March 20 1914, Gold Medal for proficiency, Dispensary 

Kirkcaldie was very keen to enlist in 1914, clambering aboard the Granatala in the dock at 

Garden Island after a tip off from a friend. In December 1914 when the ship returned to 

Sydney she was so disappointed that the AANS was not recruiting more nurses that she left 

for England to join the QAIMNS. Kirkcaldie was posted to Malta in May 1915, nursing 

casualties from Gallipoli, and left in October to work on the hospital ship Panama. For nearly 

a year, the Panama evacuated wounded from Gallipoli and the Somme to England. In 1917 

she worked in a number of Casualty Clearing Stations in France. Her contract with QAIMNS 

finished in November 1917 and, with her friend and colleague Elsie Wildash (also an RPA 

graduate), she returned to Sydney.  

In 1918 Kirkcaldie returned to RPA as acting matron. When she resigned in 1919 to become 

matron of Canonbury Hospital, RPA farewelled her with a tea set and a Fancy Dress Dance. 

In 1924 she was appointed matron of the Royal Alexandra Hospital for Children, a position 

she held until 1945, retired to Colleroy and lauded for her inspiring leadership. Kirkcaldie 

was involved in nursing organizations, serving as secretary of the NSW Bush Nursing 

Association, a member of the NSW Nurses Registration Board and was President of 

Australian Trained Nurses Association in 1933. She received the MBE in 1935.  

Her book about the war, In Gray and Scarlet, was published in 1922. The war for Kirkcaldie 

was a tremendous experience; ‘Days of suffering and sorrow and almost superhuman work; 

days that saw the crown of our generations achievement; days that will be treasured in our 

memories during what remains to us of life.’ Rosa Angela Kirkcaldie died on August 4 1972 

aged 85. 
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