
   

Sydney Local Health District  

Allied Health Research Small Grants Scheme 2018 

General Information 

Purpose 

The Sydney Local Health District (SLHD) and Faculty of Health Sciences (FHS), University of Sydney 

are offering allied health researchers the opportunity to apply for research grants.  Grants are to the 

value of $5000 per project with a total of five projects devoted to allied health research in the SLHD. 

These grants are to assist allied health staff with new or established clinical research projects that 

are investigating aspects of clinical care and patient outcomes within the SLHD. 

Applications will be assessed on scientific merit and new researchers are encouraged to apply.  

Applicants should be advised that collaboration with an experienced researcher within the Faculty of 

Health Sciences, University of Sydney will enhance the overall likelihood of project funding. 

However, this is not mandatory and not all projects need to link with the Faculty of Health Sciences. 

If you need help to link with a Faculty of Health Sciences researcher please contact Professor 

Jennifer Alison: jennifer.alison@sydney.edu.au or Professor Andrew Baillie 

(andrew.baillie@sydney.edu.au)   

Important Information  

Applications for the above Allied Health grants open on the 05/07/2018 and will close on the 

Monday 17/09/2018, 5.00pm. Late applications will not be considered. 

For further information please see the SLHD Research website:  
 

https://www.slhd.nsw.gov.au/Research/department_details.html?research=2018AHResearchGrants 

and click on Research Grants 2018.  All submissions must be received by the proposed deadline for 

inclusion in the review process.  Applicants (chief investigators) may submit up to two separate 

applications but will only be eligible for the award of one allied health grant. 

Eligibility Criteria 

SLHD Allied Health Research Grants are only available to allied health professionals who are 

employees of the SLHD.  Applicants will be asked to provide their employee numbers and must have 

an ongoing appointment with the SLHD. 

Eligible applicants should: 
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- Be the lead investigator in the proposed research project. 

- Be in the early to mid-stage of their research career (typically within 5-10 years of beginning 

a collaborative clinical research career). 

- Have an ongoing part-time or full-time appointment within SLHD 

- Have not previously received the SLHD Allied Health Research Grant for their allocated 

research project.  This does not preclude the awarding of a grant to previously successful 

applicants for new projects.  

Applications should demonstrate the following basic considerations:- 

1. Relevance of the project and its overall contribution to the current evidence base. 

2. Aims of the research project clearly stated. 

3. Research methods should demonstrate appropriate rigor in relation to participant 

recruitment, research design, intervention/s, outcome measures and statistical analysis. 

4. Feasibility of the research project  

5. Appropriate timelines and milestones. 

6. Budget with justification of how the funding would assist with project execution and 

completion. 

7. Supporting statements and signatures from the Chief investigator, Lead Supervising 

Investigator, Allied Health Head of Department, and other co-investigators. 

Notification  

All applicants will be notified in writing of the final decision of the review panel. The decision by the 

review panel should be considered as final. 

In addition, successful applicants will be announced on the Friday 19th October, 2018. 

Obligations of Grant Recipients 

Individual grant monies shall only be used by applicants and departments for the sole purposes of 

executing and conducting the clinical research for which the grant was applied for.  

Oversight 

The chief investigator, lead supervising investigator, associate investigators and individual allied 

health departments are responsible for ensuring that the project meets the allocated time frames. 

Equipment 

All equipment which relates to the funded research project and is purchased with SLHD Allied Health 

Research Grant monies, will remain the property of the SLHD. 
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Project Reports 

An Interim project report should be submitted 12 months following the award of the grant.  This 

report should detail current progress with the research project and objectives currently met. A 

specific form template will be provided. 

A final project report is required no later than 6 months following completion of the research 

project. A specific form template will be provided. 

Communication  

Research findings should be disseminated via relevant conference presentations and/or publications 

in relevant journals. In addition, successful applicant will be expected to present their project at a 

future SLHD Allied Health Research Forum. 

The SLHD Allied Health Research Grants Committee must be notified of all relevant publications 

(papers, abstracts and conference proceedings) and details of conference presentations via the 

following email address: jennifer.alison@sydney.edu.au 

Acknowledgement 

All research presentations and publications must contain appropriate acknowledgment of the SLHD 

Allied Health Research Grant funding. 

Release of Information  

Information provided on grant applications will remain strictly confidential.  In the event that your 

grant application is deemed successful for the award of funding, information including name of chief 

investigator, relevant allied discipline and department, grant amount, project title and project 

summary may be published in relevant newsletters, and SLHD webpages which are distributed 

across the SLHD, Faculty of Health Sciences University of Sydney and the general community. 
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Sydney Local Health District Allied Health Research Small Grants Scheme 

Guidelines for Applicants 

Project Title 

Provide a short title that accurately reflects the nature of the research project. 

This will be used to identify the project at all times during the assessment and review process. 

Applicant Details 

Enter your personal details in this section and include your employee number, allied health 

discipline, and departmental work address, email and contact information. 

Tertiary Qualifications  

If your research project forms a part of a project for a tertiary qualification please provide 

information about the qualification, the university, when enrolment commenced and whether you 

are studying full-time or part-time. 

Ethics Approval 

Have you sought ethics approval for research involving humans and/or animals? Please supply 

confirmation of ethics approval if granted. Money will not be available until ethics approval is 

granted. 

Project Summary 

Summarise the research question, methodology and significance of the project to allied health and 

the broader community (200 words only).  This should summarise the overall research proposal 

including research aims and expected outcomes.  

Project Investigators 

Please provide details of the chief investigator, lead supervising investigator and associate 

investigators including relevant qualifications.  Provide details of their involvement in the research 

project. Having a lead supervising investigator or an associate investigator who is an experienced 

researcher within the Faculty of Health Sciences, University of Sydney will enhance the overall 

likelihood of project funding. 

It is expected that the Chief investigator will be responsible for conducting and carrying out the 

majority of the work required for the research project with supervision from the Lead Supervising 

investigator.  The Chief investigator can be either a relatively new researcher with less than 5 years 
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research experience (i.e. without a research record) or a mid-career researcher (i.e. approximately 5-

10 years since beginning a collaborative clinical research career).  

Detailed Background and Research Plan 

Please describe your project in no more than 3000 words under the following headings: 

- Background 

- Aims  

- Methods 

- Statistical Analysis  

- Feasibility 

- Significance 

- References (not included in word count)  

Background Describe the relevant literature surrounding your topic of research (e.g. 

relationship to previous knowledge, relevance of the study). 

Aims Describe specific aims of the project and ensure that they are clear 

Methods Describe the relevant research methods to be employed, 

inclusion/exclusion criteria, randomisation, interventions to be used, 

outcome measures to be assessed and sample size calculation.  

Statistical Analysis Statistical methods to be used 

Feasibility Describe how feasible it will be to recruit participants and complete the 

study within the timeframe.  

Significance Describe the significance of the project and how it fits in with the current 

body of evidence. 

References  Provide a list of references cited in the research proposal. 

NB: See SLHD Allied Health Research Small Grants Assessment Form to ensure that your project 

covers all aspects that are assessable. 

Please note that applications exceeding the 3000 word limit will not be considered in the review 

process (the word count does not include references).  The actual number of words should be listed 

before the references. 
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Project Timelines and Milestones 

List your project milestones and timelines.  Please ensure that your milestones are measurable and 

achievable in the timeframe of your project.  These milestones will form the basis of your interim 

reporting and as a means of assessing your progress throughout the research.  

Project Budget 

The maximum award for individual allied health research project seeding grants is $ 5000 per 

project. 

Please describe in detail the proposed budget for your research.  This could include, but is not 

limited to, the following aspects:- 

- Consumables (material items for use during the course of the research project). 

- Personnel (people employed to assist in execution of the research project such as a research 

assistant, blinded assessor etc.). 

- Travel (this should only relate to data acquisition). 

- Participant reimbursements for travel or time (please describe in detail)  

Signatures and Endorsements 

The chief investigator must be employed in a part-time or full-time capacity with the SLHD.  The Lead 

Supervising Investigator must verify their commitment to the research project and must provide 

supervision to the chief investigator thereby enhancing the development of research skills. The Lead 

Supervising Investigator does not need to be employed in SLHD and applications will be 

strengthened if the Lead Supervising Investigator or an associate investigator is from the Faculty of 

Health Sciences, University of Sydney. 

The research must also be signed off by the relevant allied health discipline head of department.  

The departmental head must be committed to the research project by providing support and 

resources to ensure milestone attainment. 

Submission of Application 

Electronic submission will be required and should follow the prescribed guidelines: 

1. The form is to be completed in Calibri 11 font and submitted as a Word Document. 

2. Line spacing must be set to 1.5 

3. Margins should be set to 2cm 

4. Submissions should include relevant signatures with relevant documentation scanned and 

attached to the overall submission. 
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All electronic submissions should be sent via email to:  

anne.chapman@sydney.edu.au 

 

 

The Subject line in the email must be: AH Research Grants_(first and last name of chief 

investigator) e.g. : AH Research Grants_Peter Smith 

Any further questions, please contact Professor Jennifer Alison: jennifer.alison@sydney.edu.au or 

Professor Andrew Baillie: Andrew.baillie@sydney.edu.au 

 

 

 

 

 

Checklist 

o Application completed in Calibri Size 11 line spacing 1.5. 

o Project proposal 3000 words or less. 

o Application signed by Chief Investigator, Lead Supervising Investigator, Allied Health 

Discipline Head of Department. 

o Copy of relevant Ethics Approval letter, if available 
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