
Dr Devanshi Seth 

Principal Scientist Dr Devanshi Seth at Drug Health Services, RPAH directs a unique research program in 
Australia, studying the cellular, molecular and genetic aspects of alcoholic liver disease. Alcohol-induced 
Liver Disease is a hidden epidemic often neglected, but a significant area of human health with by far the 
highest mortality amongst all alcohol related disorders. This debilitating disease has no effective treatment, 
thereby contributing a significant economic and health burden to the society.  

 

 

 

Starting her career as a plant geneticist, Dr Seth has firmly established an international presence in the area 
of alcohol biomedical research since 2008, securing important international grants (NIH and Australia India 
Strategic Research Fund (AISRF) as Principal Investigator, publications in the top international journals in 
the field, invited presentations and significant collaborations around the world. During her seventeen years 
at RPAH, Dr Seth developed strong ongoing collaborations with the Centenary Institute for Cancer Medicine 
and Cell Biology (CI) as Associate Faculty and the University of Sydney as Clinical Associate Professor. 

 

To answer one of the big questions in this field “why do only some drinkers get cirrhosis while others who 
drink similar levels do not?”, Dr Seth initiated the GenomALC Consortium, a multinational team of more 
than twenty eminent alcohol scientists, hepatologists, genetic statisticians and clinicians from Australia, 
France, Germany, Belgium, Switzerland, the UK and the USA. The GenomALC Consortium under the 
leadership of Dr Seth and Dr Tim Morgan (USA counterpart), was funded in 2011 by the prestigious 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) and National Institute on Alcohol Abuse & Alcoholism (NIAAA), USA.  

 



The GenomALC has since successfully recruited ~7000 drinkers worldwide, the world’s largest and the first 
prospective collection, to study genome-wide genetic factors associated with alcoholic cirrhosis and build 
the genetic architecture for this disease, which is so far unknown.  

Dr Seth is the recipient of several awards from professional alcohol/liver societies. She received Team 
Excellence award and a $500 for leading the Centenary Institute’s Gender Equity Program as Chair; 
Honoured by Prof Belinda Hutchinson (Chancellor, University of Sydney, 2015) for outstanding woman for 
leadership and contribution to the research field; Finalist at the USYD Lifespan Collaboration Award for 
outstanding multidisciplinary international collaboration in lifespan research (2016). She is on the USYD 
Human Research Ethics Committee and Peer Advisory Committee for Franklin Women (mentoring and 
leadership).  


