
CODE:   T4200  M3447/2 

 

ID NOS;  MB1152   A7610 

 

DIAGNOSIS:  DISSECTING AORTIC ANEURYSM 

 

CLINICAL HISTORY: F/63. There was a brief history of a few hours of acute precordial pain which 

extended up into the neck.  Death was sudden and unexpected.  

 

MACROSCOPIC:  Blood had dissected the wall of the aorta and can also be seen to extend around a branch of 

the pulmonary artery.  The site of origin of the haemorrhage is not obvious in this specimen but at post mortem 

a tear in the aorta was said to be present “immediately above the aortic valve”.  The dissection extended distally 

as far as the descending portion of the arch and proximally, had rupture into the pericardial cavity resulting in 

massive haemopericardium and cardiac tamponade.  

 

MICROSCOPIC:  No photomicrograph. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


