
CODE:   T5600   M8006/2 

 

ID NOS:   70605   A7992 

 

DIAGNOSIS:  LIVER – METASTATIC NEUROENDOCRINE TUMOUR 

 

CLINICAL HISTORY: M/48. There was a two-year history of diarrhoea, flushing attacks, and dyspnoea. 

Later, an abdominal swelling was noticed. The carcinoid syndrome was suspected and this was confirmed by 

liver biopsy and biochemical investigations. Over the last six months of his life, the patient developed chronic 

severe congestive cardiac failure. Autopsy showed the primary lesion to be towards the lower end of the ileum. 

There was also a 5cm metastasis in the mesentery.  

 

MACROSCOPIC: The liver was greatly enlarged (2540g). Its cut surface shows two yellow tumour masses, 

the largest 5-6cm. The rest of the liver shows the changes associated with long-standing chronic venous 

congestion. 

 

MICROSCOPIC: The tumour shows one of a number of patterns seen in neuroendocrine (carcinoid) tumours. 

It is made up of uniform polygonal cells arranged in nests and trabeculae; mitoses are infrequent.   

 

 
 

 
 


