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DIAGNOSIS:  LIVER - HAEMANGIOSARCOMA 

 

CLINICAL HISTORY: M/58. This patient had complained of vague abdominal pain for two to three weeks, 

followed by sudden collapse. He was found to have an enlarged liver and to be severely anaemic; the cause of 

which was not discovered during life. At autopsy, there was a lot of blood in the peritoneal cavity and in most 

abdominal organs, and the vertebrae contained similar but smaller lesions to those in the liver. 

 

MACROSCOPIC:  A good deal of hepatic parenchyma is replaced by dark reddish brown tumours, well 

demarcated from the surrounding liver. Most are seen to contain blood clot. The peritoneal haemorrhage 

resulted from rupture of one of these lesions. 

 

MICROSCOPIC:  The lesions are made up of mainly spindle-shaped cells, separated by ill-formed blood 

sinuses. Many mitoses, including atypical ones, are present. An interesting feature is the large number of 

haemopoietic cells within the sinuses. 

 

 
 

 
 


