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DIAGNOSIS: KIDNEY - CLEAR CELL RENAL CELL CARCINOMA  

 

CLINICAL HISTORY: M/68. This patient sought relief from persistent backache. An IVP showed a 

functionless left kidney which was removed. Radiological examination later demonstrated pulmonary 

metastases.  

 

MACROSCOPIC:  The bisected kidney shows a variegated tumour which has destroyed about a third of the 

kidney. The viable portion of the neoplasm is represented by the yellow areas, whilst extensive necrosis and 

liquefaction is seen on the right. The tumour has led to obstruction of the flow of urine and thus to the 

hydronephrosis best seen on the left.  

 

MICROSCOPIC:  A nodule of the tumour abuts the renal parenchyma which shows atrophy of the tubules (left 

image). The tumour is made up of cells with clear cytoplasm and moderately pleomorphic nuclei. Scattered 

lymphocytes are present (right image). 

 

 
 

    


