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Patron’s Prize winner’s potential to change practice 
 
Dr Carlo Pulitano has received the 
Patron’s Prize for clinical research for 
his study of techniques to revitalise 
human donor livers prior to transplant.  
 
“This work has the potential to 
change practice and lead to better 
outcomes of liver transplantation,” 
said the convener and chairman of 
the Patron's Prize finals, Associate 
Professor Roger Garsia.  
 
“His winning presentation displayed a 
breadth and rigour of scientific 
questioning that made it stand out 
ahead of the other presentations.” 
 
RPA intern Dr Hayden Alicajic received the President’s Prize for laboratory research for his 
work examining the uptake of quinolinic acid into primary neurons.  
 
For Associate Professor Garsia, the introduction of an annual donated prize for laboratory 
research was a way to stimulate laboratory based "wet" research.   
 
“Laboratory research often is less likely to capture the imagination of audiences, despite its 
pivotal role in driving medical progress,” Associate Professor Garsia said.  
 
“The four judges were unanimous in awarding the prize and were thrilled that it had gone to 
a young doctor continuing to pursue his research interests whilst undertaking internship at 
RPA.” 
 
This year, more than 23 submissions were received for the Patron’s Prize and President’s 
Prize, with eight selected to present their work during RPA Reunion Week.  
 
The judges were visiting McIlrath Guest Professor Tim Pawlik, Professor Chris Semsarian, 
Professor Jane Young and RPA’s Director of Nursing and Midwifery Services Claire Harris.  

 
Each prize winner was awarded $1000 and an iPad to assist with their ongoing research.  
 
RPA Reunion Week concluded last week with a fascinating and often hilarious panel 
discussion hosted by the ABC’s Tony Jones including former High Court judge Michael 
Kirby, comedian Mikey Robins, politician Carmel Tebbutt and media professor Catharine 
Lumby.  
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