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Serenity at dawn 
by 

Julie Mavay 

Dawn, you are my serenity in this time of 
uncertainty. When everything changed and I felt 
so alone, adrift and hopeless, you anchored me. As 
you emerge from the darkness, you bring hope that 
I can too. I watch daily the emotions you reflect, 
grey in despair, orange in fear and anger, pinks 
and yellows of inspiration, trust, belonging, love, 
acceptance and serenity. Although I cannot capture 
your beauty and majesty, you sustain me as I 
inhale your light and draw your comfort and 
warmth around me. You have been my source of 
connection, creativity and solace. I am grateful. 

1st 



Serenity in adversity 
by 

Tracey Lancaster 

 

My family chose to holiday on Fraser Island 
because of its remoteness, helping us stay safe 
during this pandemic. Living and caring for my 
teenage son with autism I have learnt the 
importance of mindfulness and caring for myself.  
Shooting seascapes at sunrise gives me a sense of 
calm and serenity. The tree in the photograph 
signifies resilience and adaptation because of its 
ability to survive in its harsh habitat.   In these 
difficult times our adaptability and resilience is 
essential for us to live a happy life. 

2nd 



Waratah 
by 

Murray Wilson 

 

Opportunities arise when you least in expect them. 
While out exploring and seeking new places to 
exercise during Covid, I came across some incredible 
Waratahs. The bright reds and greens bring a 
sense of calm to me, especially in these very 
different times. I want people to feel good when they 
view my images. 

3rd 



Colours of a sunrise 
by 

Ramon Jose 

At the break of dawn, everyone is preparing for 
their day for work or family activities, the waters 
are calm, and we do not know what is going to 
happen next. 

Staff Award 



Rising 
by 

Amanda Clarke 

An image capturing a youth’s experience of the sea 
during covid-19. Prior to Covid-19 the young girl 
was able to participate in surfing classes, now she 
is restricted to a solo swim. Here she achieved 
serenity by rising from the water and is directed to 
the sun. She does this in an effort to comply with 
social distancing rules. 

Technical Award 



Serendipity 
by 

Alice Kucera 

It was a winter’s morning and I was chasing a 
sunrise, trying hard to ignore that fact that it was 
certainly raining. Suddenly, the clouds parted 
and I rushed to set up my gear only to find that a 
lady with an umbrella was walking right through 
my shot. It wasn’t until later I realised that she had 
created an unintentionally perfect image. If it’s 
raining, take an umbrella and keep walking – life 
is still beautiful, even on a wet and cloudy day. 
Chaos and turmoil might surround us, but light 
and beauty prevail in the most unusual of ways. 

Excellence Award 



Business as usual 
by 

Cliff Philipiah 

The humble worker bee knows nothing about the 
devastating effects of the COVID-19 Pandemic that 
has hit the human population. In these uncertain 
times, I have used the time in self-isolation to 
embrace my 2 great loves: my family & 
photography. Not having much money & 
continuing to battle depression, I have been 
teaching my 10yo & 13yo daughters how to 
appreciate nature more by showing them how a 
mobile phone camera can capture the beauty of 
God's creations. It has brought us closer together & I 
am proud that they have embraced my 'other' 
passion. 

Excellence Award 



Psithurism 
by 

Ellen Yeo 

In light of the challenges we face today, 

I find myself taking more quiet walks around my 
local area. 

I go to nature to be soothed and healed. 

I listen to the sound of the wind through the trees, 

freeing myself from the illusion of a good or bad 
day. 

Accept what is and let go of what was... 

And have faith in what will be. 

After all, some paths can only be found while being 
lost. 

Excellence Award 



Anzac human statues 
by 

Eva Rinaldi 

Although it has been a difficult year emotionally 
and financially I have managed to unleash my 
creativity due to Covid 19 as I lost all my work due 
to the pandemic.  I have decided to share my recent 
arts of work these photos which mean a lot to me.. 
lest we forget the soldiers are costumes I made, the 
images represent the soldiers that suffered from 
posttraumatic stress disorder and my late father 
who served his country as a soldier in Italy before 
he immigrated to Australia who also suffered from 
this disease, I also have a few siblings that also 
suffer from mental illness… it has not been easy. 

Excellence Award 



Circle of life 
by 

Fiona Wu 

Taking a walk through Bicentennial Park, I came 
across this little group of darlings, the parent 
swans shepherding their little ones around the lake 
while they played. This year has encouraged us to 
slow down and take a look around, especially away 
from our screens and out into the open air. I 
especially loved this moment because the animal 
family took me back to my childhood, to its 
innocence and fantasies, seeing their serenity 
juxtaposed with the uncertainty and physical 
separation of human beings at this time. The 
swanlings, then, represent new creation, renewal 
and hope for the future. 

Excellence Award 



Social distancing Pelicans 
by 

Lisa Lawrence 

The Pelicans are social distancing, huddled down. 
There is even a sign stating Do Not Enter. Some are 
still standing strong, heads up and able to remain 
strong. Whilst others are all tucked up, heads 
buried, looking distraught. They have their own 
poles, remaining separate, yet somehow still 
connected. We are all in this together. 

Excellence Award 



Milky Way family fun 
by 

Melinda Choi 

We’re all avid photographers of varying skill in my 
family! With everything going on this year, we’ve 
gotten closer, particularly through our love of 
photography. My dad has been teaching himself 
astrophotography recently, and has wanted to share 
this with me. On this night, we drove to Palm Beach 
so he could teach me the basics; and while the moon 
was too bright, the night almost unbearably cold; 
the journey longer than I’d like on a school night, 
the time spent with my family sharing something 
we love was a little bit of joy during this crazy 
time.  

Excellence Award 



Sunrise at lake Macquarie 
by 

Richard Helich 

The place creates a mood with me that is relaxing 
and serene during this strange time with the 
isolation that the Covid has produced. I feel quite 
relaxed when I am there. 

Excellence Award 



A little life 
by 

Rylee Wall 

Being a wildlife carer and raising kangaroo joeys 
has always brought me joy but now more than ever, 
I have enjoyed watching this little guy grow. I find 
so much calm and peace sitting outside with both 
my joeys watching them eating and hopping 
around, it has been so good to enjoy the good and 
positive in the world and boost my mental health 
when it's starting to fail again. 

Excellence Award 



Zooming 
by 

Sarah Tuntevski 

Zooming In 2020 during Online Learning Zoom 
became the new norm. In this photograph I display 
the idea of learning in this new online space. 

Excellence Award 



A light at the end of the tunnel 
by 

Sonya Clarke 

Quarantine affected most people. This image of my 
sister reflects a moment in time when bushwalking 
was embraced and weekend competitive sport was 
no longer routine. Notwithstanding this, we did see 
the light at the end of the tunnel. 

Excellence Award 



Bee-ing 
by 

Yen Li Lim 

In 2020, human beings lost access to some of the 
structured certainties we created. We know 
uncertainly breeds anxiety. Anxiety comes from 
within ourselves. Instead of keeping a distance 
from other creatures of the world, we could delve 
deeper into the microcosm of their environments. 
This requires patience of mind, body and heart. We 
exist in that one moment between one breath and 
the next. Our breath is held preciously between a 
flutter of wing beats. Then that tension is 
whispered away between parted lips. 

Excellence Award 


