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ISSUE ONE 2018 

JUNE 2018 

In its fifth year, the RPA Institute of Academic 

Surgery (IAS) has seen its busiest period so far 

with over 173 courses run in the first 6 months 

of 2018, over 1433 course participants and a 

large variety of events.  

 

The second half of 2018 is shaping up to be just 

as busy with more events, courses and training 

already planned.  

 

The IAS encourages all staff at RPA wanting 

to engage in surgical research or with an 

interest in what we are doing to get in touch to 

discuss opportunities and collaborations.  

 

We hope to see you at the IAS soon. 

Dr Danielle Van Diepen  

Surgical Robotics Research Fellow 

We welcome Dr Danielle Van Diepen who is the 

inaugural Robotic Research Fellow at the IAS. Dr 

Van Diepen is a urologist and joins us from the 

Netherlands. 

 

Dr Van Diepen is currently working on robotic 

research protocols with robotic surgeons, Dr Scott 

Leslie and Associate Professor Ruban 

Thanigasalam. 

 

Dr Van Diepen presented at the Sydney Robotics 

Summit in June on the use of pre-operative 

transperineal ultrasound and MRI to predict 

outcomes after robotics prostatectomy and has 

been leading the way in research in this area. 

UPCOMING COURSES 

For more information about upcoming 

courses and events please visit the IAS 

Website  

https://www.slhd.nsw.gov.au/rpa/ias/  

WELCOME 

https://www.slhd.nsw.gov.au/rpa/ias/
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Sydney Robotics Summit 2018 (SRS)  

The IAS hosted the second Sydney Robotics Summit at the 

Australian Technology Park, Eveleigh on Saturday 23 

June. The conference was another success with over 600 

attendees on the day across six surgical specialties. 

 

The program has doubled in size since its inaugural year and 

in 2018 the program had a strong focus on the future and 

the new robotic technology predicted to be launched in the 

next 24 months. The plenary session included presentations 

from McIllrath Professor, Dr Inderbir Gill from USA, 

Professor Koon Rha from Korea and Associate Professor Ian 

Manchester from University of Sydney. 

 

The surgical specialties involved included orthopaedics, 

gynaecology and gynae-oncology, ENT/head and neck, 

colorectal, upper GI, nursing, cardiothoracic and urology.  

 

The programs included question and answer discussion, two 

live surgeries from Macquarie University Hospital and 

presentations from over 50 speakers. 

 

The 2019 Sydney Robotics Summit has been confirmed for 

Saturday 29 June 2019 at the Hyatt Regency in Sydney.  

 
 

RPA Surgical and Robotics Training Facility (RTI) 

The RTI has held a variety of courses including an 

advanced hernia robotics course and two nursing training 

courses in the first half of 2018. Facilitated with surgical 

partner Device Technologies, the courses are aimed at 

higher volume robotic surgeons and those nurses working 

with robotics both in the private and public system.  

 

Dr Igor Belinsky from USA who is highly regarded for his 

approach to abdominal wall resection (AWR) as well as 

complex laparoscopic and robotic hernia repair was the 

trainer for the advanced course. Participants trained 

on both the Si and Xi da Vinci robotic systems. 

 

The RTI team have also had the opportunity to work 

alongside the international da Vinci team from Korea who 

work in a similar facility and are leading the training for 

the majority of the south-east Asian surgical robotics 

market. 

INNOVATION, VALUE & THOUGHT 
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Peritonectomy Program 

In May the peritonectomy team 

celebrated their 50th patient since 

the program commenced in March 

2017. The program has been a team 

effort with staff from across 

medicine, surgery, nursing, allied 

health, research and administration 

all contributing to the delivery of 

care to patients. 

 

Australian and New Zealand Peritonectomy Malignancy Think Tank 

 

On 23 February 2018, the IAS held the second annual Australian and New Zealand (ANZ) Peritoneal Malignancy 

Collaboration (PMC) Think Tank. The meeting was attended by all seven sites across Australia and New Zealand who are 

currently performing Cytoreductive Surgery and HIPEC for patients with advanced peritoneal disease. 

 

The group have spent the last 18 months working up research projects within areas of interest including holding 

teleconferences twice a year to monitor progress of research and further discussion across the sites. 

 

The Think Tank also coincided with Professor Brendan Moran's visit, who is our senior advisor and proctor for the 

peritonectomy program. 

 

ANZ Peritoneal Malignancy Collaboration 2018 

 

 

ADVANCED GI SURGICAL PROGRAM 

Dr Daniel Steffens, Associate Professor Cherry Koh, Annie Tang, 

Kate McBride, Dr Nabila Ansari and Heidi Mueller 
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AGISP Program Manager - Colorectal Cancer Symposium 

In May Advanced GI Surgical Program Manager, Sarah 

O’Shannassy attended the 3rd National University Hospital 

(NUH) Singapore Colorectal Cancer Symposium which was 

run in conjunction with the 3rd NUH Colorectal Nurses 

Symposium. 

 

Sarah was invited to speak to the nurses at NUH 

about Advanced GI Surgical Nursing and the Nursing Training 

Program currently in its inaugural year at RPA.  Sarah also 

spoke at the Symposium and to local patients about 

psychological and allied health supports for colorectal cancer 

patients. 

 

Sarah has been an instrumental part in getting the 

peritonectomy program and Advanced GI Surgical Program 

together. Other members of the RPA colorectal 

department including surgical consultants also attended the 

conference. 

 

 

 

 

Advanced GI Surgical Nursing Training Program 

 

The Advanced GI Surgical Nursing Training Program will have its one year review in August. The program currently has 6 

trainees with the newest recruit being Agnes Asence who has joined the program from Bankstown Hospital. 

 

The Pelvic Exenteration study day is coming up on Friday 24 August at the Kerry Packer Education Centre, RPA. This is the 

second study day of its kind run by the colorectal department at RPA and is aimed at nursing, consultants, allied health and 

other clinical staff. 

 

 The study day is a great opportunity to educate clinical staff involved in the care of these complex surgical patients. 

 

Sarah O’Shannassy, Associate Professor Ker Kan Tan 

and Professor Michael Solomon at National 

University of Singapore 

ADVANCED GI SURGICAL PROGRAM 
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3D Printing in Breast Surgery Planning 

 

IAS academic lead and breast surgeon, Associate 

Professor Sanjay Warrier has been working with 

Surgical Innovations Research Officer, Kai Cheng to 

3D print breast models to plan complex breast 

reconstruction for breast cancer patients. 

 

 

3D PRINTING & BIOPRINTING 

Sydney Innovation Symposium 

 

IAS Academic Lead, Associate Professor Payal Mukherjee 

presented at the 2018 Sydney Innovation Symposium on Friday 

22 June in front of 1000 attendees on her current work in 3D 

Bioprinting.  

 

A/ Prof Mukherjee has been working alongside Professor 

Gordon Wallace AM in developing a 3D Bio printed ear scaffold 

with the vision to harvest cartilage  to be able to culture the 

cells and 3D print an ear. 

 

In order to facilitate this research one of the laboratories at IAS 

has been refurbished to accommodate the new Bio 

printer which has been managed in collaboration with the RPA 

Transplant Institute and Wollongong University. 

 

The launch of the laboratory is scheduled for later in 2018 with 

more information to be distributed soon. For more information 

about 3D printing and bioprinting at the IAS please contact us 

via email. 

 

3D PRINTING & BIOPRINTING 

Professor Gordon Wallace, Assoc. Professor Payal Mukherjee 

and Mr Kai Cheng with Wollongong University 3D Bioprinting 

team 

3D Printed Toys for visiting Primary School students 

3D Printing Mandible 

mailto:slhd-rpaias@health.nsw.gov.au?subject=3D%20Bioprinting
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EVENTS 

NSW Premier and Health Minister Visit 

The IAS were delighted to host the NSW Premier, The 

Hon. Gladys Berejiklian and NSW Minister for Health, The 

Hon. Brad Hazard for a tour of the RPA to announce that 

2400 new graduate nurses had joined NSW Health. The 

visit included a simulation scenario played out by RPA 

nursing staff that have developed a course to educate 

and support graduate nurses with complex acute 

patients, including cardiac arrests. The program aims 

to give the new nurses the confidence to know how to 

manage a deteriorating patient. 

 

NSW Premier The Hon. Gladys Berejiklian and NSW 

Minister for Health, The Hon. Brad Hazzard visiting the IAS 

Simulation Theatre 

Visiting Professor – Philip Fleshner 

Colorectal surgeon, Professor Philip Fleshner visited the 

IAS from Cedar-Sinai Los Angeles on Friday 18 May and 

gave a presentation on “Surgical Scientist: Oxymoron or 

New Paradigm”. 

 

Professor Fleshner gave the talk at the IAS to a group of 

45, including surgeons, students, JMOs and researchers. 

The lecture was well received with Professor Fleshner 

discussing the lack of quality research being done in 

surgery and the ongoing issues between clinical demand, 

time and funding for surgical research. 

 

Professor Michael Solomon and Professor Philip Fleshner 
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RPA Reunion Week 

As part of RPA Reunion Week 2018, four of the IAS academic surgeons presented at the Medical Grand Rounds. The 

event was attended by over 200 of RPA’s surgical and medical staff. Orthopaedic surgeon, Dr Brett Fritsch presented on 

the application and use of robotics in orthopaedic surgery which gained much interest from the audience. 

 

Other presentations included colorectal surgeon, Dr Nabila Ansari who presented on the RPA peritonectomy program 

including cytoreductive surgery and HIPEC. Associate Professor Sydney Ch’ng discussed complex facial transplantation 

and Professor Paul Bannon discussed the aortic program at RPA. The session was a great way for students and staff to get 

a better understanding of some of the more complex and innovative surgical procedures being undertaken at RPA. 

 

Colorectal Surgeon, Dr Nabila Ansari, presenting at the Medical Grand Rounds on the Peritonectomy Program at RPA. 

EVENTS 

Newtown Public School STEMM Visit 
 

In March, Newtown Public School visited the IAS as part of their STEMM program, recognising students in the area of 
science and mathematics. 

 
The excursion was a great opportunity for the group of 20 year 6 students to get an insight into surgery and training. 

 
IAS academic surgeons, Dr Scott Leslie, Assoc. Prof Cherry Koh and Assoc. Prof Payal Mukherjee discussed what a day in 

the life of a surgeon entails and explained to the group the type of surgery they do. 
 

The excursion included learning about 3D printing and its application in surgery and surgical planning, as well as hands 
on experience in the surgical skills laboratory and simulation theatre.  The students also visited the Surgical and 

Robotics Training Institute (RTI) where they were given the opportunity to use the da Vinci Si and Xi Robotic systems. 
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EVENTS 

Medical Student Evening 

‘What is an academic surgeon’ 

 

The IAS and Sydney University Surgical Society (SUSS) 

hosted an evening for medical students to hear about what 

it means to be an academic surgeon with three of the IAS 

academic surgeons presenting their current research 

projects. IAS Co-Chairs, Prof Paul Bannon and Prof Michael 

Solomon convened the evening with presentations from 

A/Prof Sanjay Warrier on SPY technology, A/Prof Sydney 

Ch’ng discussing complex facial transplantation and A/Prof 

Cherry Koh presenting on surgical outcomes. 

Over 70 medical students participated with a Q&A session 

at the end of the evening giving the students time to ask 

the IAS panel questions including about opportunities to 

engage in academic surgery in rural placements, where 

they see surgical research heading and how the academic 

surgeons initially got involved in undertaking research. 

 

All academic surgeons emphasised  the importance of 

being able to have the support and time to do research and 

how valuable undertaking research is for them in their 

particular surgical specialty. 

 

 

 

Royal College of Australasian Surgeons Annual Scientific Congress 
 

The Royal Australasian College of Surgeons (RACS) Annual Scientific Congress (ASC) this year was held in Sydney at the 
International Convention Centre, Darling Harbour. 

 
The annual congress brings together local and international surgeons to discuss different specialty topics, posters and 

issues currently facing surgeons and the broader discipline of surgery. There was a strong representation from IAS 
academics with 14 presentations throughout the week. 

 
Some of the students being supervised by IAS Academics presented at the ASC including A/Prof Payal Mukherjee’s medical 

student, Sarah McLain from Sydney University who presented her paper on the “Barriers to Women's Participation in 
Surgery: From Student to Specialist”. A/Prof Mukherjee, Dr Michelle Atkinson and Dr Pecky Desilva, all on the NSW RACS 

State Committee, have been working with her over the last year to assist with the research. 
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Dr Kenneth Lee Farewell 
Dr Kenneth Lee, respected plastic surgeon who was a Head 

and Neck cancer specialist and free flap reconstruction 
specialist retired in late December 2017 after 30 years of 
service at RPA. Dr Lee also worked with the Melanoma 

Institute where he was the supervisor for Plastic Surgery 
Training. 

 
A farewell was held for Dr Lee to acknowledge the 

enormous contribution he has made to the RPA campus. 
 

The IAS would like to congratulate Dr Lee on his career and 
wish him well in retirement. 

 

Council of Australian Government (COAG) Visit 

 

As part of the Council of Australian Government (COAG) visit to the 

Sydney Local Health District, the IAS was pleased to host the ACT 

Minister for Health and Wellbeing, The Hon. Meegan Fitzharris and 

Director General, Michael De’Ath along with their support staff. 

  

The IAS Executive Director, Kate McBride gave a presentation to the 

group covering the setup of the IAS and it's structure and 

governance, followed by presentations from IAS academics and a 

tour of the IAS facility. 

 

IAS academic surgeons, Dr Scott Leslie (second left) & Associate Professor Ruban Thanigasalam (third left) were part 
of the panel at the ASC discussing robotic surgery. 

EVENTS 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 

PROFESSOR MICHAEL SOLOMON 

Professor Michael Solomon, RCSI alumnus (Class of 1984) and 

Honorary Fellow, was awarded a Degree of Doctor of Medicine 

(DMed) on published work by the National University of Ireland 

(NUI). DMed is the highest qualification awarded by NUI, 

signifying scholarship of international distinction and the award 

was made to Professor Solomon for his work in ‘Clinical Trials in 

Surgery: determining feasibility, preferences, equipoise and 

performance of trials in minimally invasive colorectal surgery’. 

 

Professor Michael Solomon receiving his Doctor of 
Medicine 

Associate Professor Michael Cooper 

Congratulations to RPA surgeon A/Prof Michael Cooper for being recognised 

on the Queen’s Birthday Honor List with an Order Of Australia (OAM) for his 

service to medicine in the field of gynaecology. 

 

DR PAUL MORRIS 

Congratulations to Dr Paul Morris for being awarded a Master of Philosophy (Medicine) at The University of Sydney. Dr 

Morris was supervised by the IAS Director of Clinical Research, Associate Professor Charbel Sandroussi. 

DR TERESA ANDERSON AM 

The IAS would like to congratulate SLHD Chief Executive, Dr Teresa 

Anderson for being recognised on the Queen’s Birthday Honor List with 

a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) for her service to the 

community health and public administration in New South wales, as a 

clinician , manager and health service executive. 
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ADVANCED GI SURGICAL PROGRAM 

SURGICAL EDUCATION 

A total of 173 courses were run in the first half of 2018 at the IAS. 
The IAS facilitated over 1433 participants in the first half of 2018. 

May was the busiest month in the first half of the year for courses with 337 participants across the 
month, including two of our biggest surgical skills courses which were the pelvic sidewall course and the 
abdominal dissections. 


