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CANTERBURY HOSPITAL CELEBRATES 90 YEARS OF HEALTH CARE 
Canterbury Hospital is marking a significant milestone – 90 years of delivering excellent health 
care – with a black tie ball for staff and the community. 

“Our dedicated staff make Canterbury Hospital what it is today – a recognised and trusted health 
care provider for the people of Canterbury,” Kiel Harvey, the hospital’s acting general manager, 
said. 

“The hospital and the services it has provided over the past 90 years are truly valued by the 
community,” he said. 

The hospital serves a culturally and socially diverse community, with 67 per cent of the population 
speaking a language other than English at home. 

Work has started on the NSW Government’s $6.5 million expansion of the hospital’s Emergency 
Department, which sees more than 46,000 patients every year, about 12,000 of them children. 

There were more than 9100 ambulance trips to the ED in 2018-19, 82,000 outpatients, 20 000 
inpatients, 7000 surgical procedures and 1592 births. More than 223 000 meals were served and 
more than 365 000 kilograms of laundry washed. 
 
The hospital first opened in October 1929 and cost about £31,000 to construct and a year to 
build. It accommodated 28 patients in two ward blocks and an isolation bock. In the first year, 587 
patients were admitted. 

Over the decades, the hospital has continued to cater for the changing health care needs of the 
community in one of the fastest growing areas of Sydney – the population is predicted to grow by 
53 per cent between 2016 and 2036. 

“Despite the growing demands, Canterbury Hospital continues to be a caring and compassionate 
hospital focused not only on the delivery of high-quality health care, but also on equity, through a 
commitment to providing health services to a culturally diverse community,” Mr Harvey said. 

Tickets to the Canterbury Hospital 90 Years Healthy Together Ball, to be held at 7pm on Friday 
25 October at Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL Club, are $65 and include a three-course meal 
and entertainment. 

A commemorative coffee table book is also being produced. 

To buy tickets see https://www.slhd.nsw.gov.au/events/canterbury-90years/ 
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