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Acknowledgement: Professor John Rasko (second from right) with haemophilia
patient Mark Lee (third from left), his mother Eustice Lee (centre) and family.
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Highlights 2016–2017
Sydney Research understands that maintaining transparency and
accountability is integral to our success, which we measure through
traditional methods and broad level gains.

Successful Grants
Successful Grants

$97 million in
Category One Grants.

2013
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2016

Publications Activity
Publications Published

In 2016 56.8% of
publications were
in the top 25%
cited worldwide
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Research Students Supervised and Supported
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934 higher degree
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Message from
the Chair
I’m very pleased to report that 2016-2017 has
been the most exciting period in the history
of Sydney Research. Our collaboration has
continued to expand and excel, achieving
new heights in delivering excellence in both
research and health care. Our partnerships
have succeeded in delivering the highest
quality innovative, translational and truly
meaningful research.
Collectively, we have been awarded a total of
$97 million in competitive Category One grants,
produced 5550 publications and supported 934
higher degree research students.
Our researchers have received grants from the
National Health and Medical Research Council,
the Translational Research Grant Scheme, the
Australian Clinical Trials Alliance, the NSW
Medical Device Fund, the Commonwealth’s
Medical Research Future Fund and
NSW HealthPhD Scholarships.
The fifth Sydney Innovation and Research
Symposium hosted by Sydney Local Health
District (SLHD) over three days in June 2017
was a resounding success. It incorporated
three new events – The Big Idea, Research
Education Series and Sydney Robotics Summit –
and proudly continued the Sydney Research
Awards and the Clinical Trials Showcase. The
Symposium is one of the most exciting innovation
events in the country.
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Beyond our precinct, Sydney Research has
continued to play a pivotal role in Sydney Health
Partners (SHP).

“Sydney Research is
committed to delivering
exceptional academic,
research and health
outcomes.”
I would like to thank our members for their
tireless effort and dedication. Together we will
all continue to achieve excellence in research
leading to improved health prevention, promotion
and outcomes for all.
Dr Teresa Anderson
Chair, Sydney Research

About our Executive Director
and Program Manager

Associate Professor Vicki Taylor
Executive Director
Adjunct Associate Professor
Vicki Taylor has been appointed
Executive Director.
Professor Taylor has over 30 years
experience as a clinician and health service
executive leader. She has a well-established
and recognised reputation as a leader who
implements strategies to support and encourage
best practice, true collaboration, fostering and
strengthening partnerships that deliver innovative,
evidence based health promotion, prevention,
care and outcomes to the community.
She is passionate about ensuring timely, safe,
quality, patient and family centred care and
health outcomes in the most appropriate and
efficient manner. She has a strong commitment
to enabling increased scale and translation of
health research.

Ms Lisa Daly
Program Manager
Ms Daly started her career as a
Pharmacist and spent several
years in both community and
compounding settings. After
joining Sydney Local Health
District and completing her Master of Health
Service Management, she commenced with
Sydney Research in the role of Program
Coordinator and was appointed as the Program
Manager in late 2017. She has a reputation as
an effective and driven manager with a strong
desire to ensure the best outcomes for patients
and the health system.

As Chief Executive of Northern Sydney Local
Health District, Professor Taylor played an
integral role in, and led the redevelopment and
reconfiguration of several major infrastructure
projects, including Royal North Shore Hospital.
During her six years in the role, she laid the
foundations for optimal and sustainable
outcomes for the local community, the people
of NSW and beyond.
She has served and serves on several boards,
committees and organisations within the
government, private, non-government, primary
health, and university and research sectors.
Professor Taylor is delighted to be joining
Sydney Research – the next level of health
and medical research.

She is passionate about ensuring that members
of the community feel safe with the public
health system. She has a strong interest in
health leadership and the effective organisation
and integration of systems to utilise evidencebased decision making to deliver the very best
healthcare in all areas of the health system.
Ms Daly will play a vital part in our quest to take
Sydney Research to the next level.

5

What is Sydney Research?
Established in 2013, Sydney Research is a unique
collaborative research entity that brings together leaders
in training, research, education and healthcare.
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Our Partnerships
ANZAC Research Institute
Asbestos Diseases Research Institute (ADRI)
Baird Institute
Brain and Mind Centre
Centenary Institute
Centre for Education and Research in Ageing (CERA)
Charles Perkins Centre
Chris O’Brien Lifehouse
Collaborative Centre for Cardiometabolic Health in
Psychosis (ccCHiP)
The George Institute for Global Health
Heart Research Institute
Central and Eastern Sydney PHN
NHMRC Clinical Trials Centre (CTC)
RPA Institute of Academic Surgery (IAS)
Surgical Outcomes Research Centre (SOuRCe)
Sydney Local Health District (SLHD)
University of Sydney
The Woolcock Institute of Medical Research
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Delivering Better Health
in the Growing Inner West

More than 250,000 additional
people are projected to reside
in Sydney’s inner west by 2031,
an increase of 43%.

This explosion in urban
development is a major
issue for our community as
we grapple with a growing
population that is ageing
and/or chronically unwell.

Government and service
infrastructure need to
be developed to support
the population, including
housing, employment,
health services and lifestyle.
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Our Mission
Sydney Research aspires to be Australia’s leading
translational research entity, converting discoveries into
better health for the people of Sydney Local Health District,
Australia and the world.
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Our Values
Equity

Efficiency

Quality

Sustainability
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Our Achievements
The Sydney Research Strategic Plan 2014–2019 outlines
four key focus areas that will allow us to achieve our vision.
As a dynamic collaborative research entity, Sydney Research
members, individually and cooperatively, produce exceptional
results, improving health outcomes and changing lives.

The Sydney Research Strategic Plan 2014–2019 outlines
four key focus areas that will allow us to achieve our vision

Optimising
Capabilities

3

Prominence and
Communications

Sustainable
Infrastructure
and Growth

12

2

Research
Culture

Sydney Research Biennial Report: 2016 –2017

4

Our Achievements
In 2016–2017, Sydney Research realised significant
achievements in our four key focus areas.

Key focus area 1: Research Culture

1

Six scholarships to support clinicians pursuing a clinical research career and
six recognition awards to recognise research excellence were awarded.

In 2016, Sydney Research provided support for 934 higher degree research
students: 755 PhD and 179 Masters degree students.

2

More than 30 primary care research projects were supported by the CESPHN.

3

100 per cent of University of Sydney research was rated at above world
standard by the Excellence in Research for Australia initiative.

4

A new Master of Health Technology Innovation degree is now delivered
by the Charles Perkins Centre and the University of Sydney.

5

SLHD’s Centre for Education and Workforce Development has
announced a Graduate Certificate in Health Research.

6

Sydney Research conducted a research leader development
program, including participants from rural health areas.

7

550 clinical trials were open, giving our patients access
to ground breaking interactions.
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Our Achievements
Key focus area 2: Optimising capabilities

1

14

Australia’s first facility dedicated to research into surgical techniques, the Royal
Prince Alfred Institute of Academic Surgery was completed and opened.

2

The Royal Prince Alfred Surgical and Robotic Training Institute was opened
in partnership with Device Technologies, da Vinci Surgical Systems and
University of Sydney, the only centre of its kind in the Southern Hemisphere.

3

The Governance structure for Sydney Health Partners was formalised, with
Professor Garry Jennings appointed as Executive Director in January 2017.

4

Chris O’Brien Lifehouse purchased a $4.4 million da Vinci Xi surgical
robot, the same system used by Royal Prince Alfred Hospital.

5

The Heart Research Institute obtained a 3D bio-printer to engineer
human heart tissue.

6

A team of leading researchers, including two Sydney Research members,
received a $9.5m grant from the NHRMC to reduce unnecessary testing
and treatment of patients and increase appropriate use of healthcare,
particularly in the areas of musculoskeletal, cardiovascular and cancer.

7

The CESPHN and SLHD signed the Central and Eastern Sydney Primary
Health Care Partnership Framework agreement in February 2017.
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Our Achievements
Key focus area 3: Sustainable infrastructure and growth
The Collaborative Centre for Cardiometabolic Health in Psychosis was
launched at the Charles Perkins Centre by The Hon. Tanya Davies, Minister for
Mental Health, in June 2017.

1

The new NSW Health Statewide Biobank within the Professor Marie Bashir Centre at
RPA was opened by the Hon. Brad Hazzard, Minister for Health, in November 2017.

2

The Asbestos Diseases Research Institute led a national campaign
to raise $2m to tackle mesothelioma.

3

The Centenary Institute led the national Suit up! For Science! campaign.

4

Discussions commenced to progress plans for a new Sydney Research building
with the NSW Ministry of Health and NSW Minister for Health and Medical Research.

5

The George Institute for Global Health joined forces with Bupa Australia to
develop a polypill, a four-medications-in-one tablet for stroke and heart disease.

6

The Woolcock Institute’s purpose-built Centre for Lung Cancer Research
is being completed with new modular laboratories.

7
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Our Achievements
Key focus area 4: Prominence and Communications
Sydney Local Health District received $1.8m in funding in the inaugural round
of the highly competitive NSW Health Translational Research Grant Scheme
for three successful applications.

1

16

2

More than 1,000 people attended both the 2016 and 2017
Sydney Innovation and Research Symposiums main events,
with over 2,500 attending the 3 days in 2017.

3

Six researchers were listed amongst the world’s most influential scientific minds.

4

76 GP practices participated in PHN quality improvement programs.

5

Increased use of social media to communicate and highlight initiatives
including launch of the fortnightly Sydney Research e-update and the
Sydney Research Twitter account.

6

RPA Diabetes Centre became the only diabetes centre in Australia
named a centre of excellence by both the National and International
Diabetes associations.

7

The Charles Perkins Centre released a new free massive open online
course, revealing the fascinating way our bodies work and how chronic
diseases can be tackled.
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Research Highlights
Working on a
new treatment to
“starve” cancer
cells: Centenary.

Using a worldfirst mobile phone
intervention to tackle
obesity in young
people: CPC

Reducing sudden
unexpected death in
epilepsy by identifying
the link between
the heart and brain:
Centenary

Improved the care
and outlook for
preterm babies: CTC

Found a new
compound which
could lead to a new
drug for tuberculosis:
USyd and Centenary
Trialling a targeted
approach to block
tumour growth in
mesothelioma and lung
cancer patients: ADRI

Commenced a Medication
Management Program
to provide information
on the quality use of
medicine: CESPHN

Identified a safer
acute stroke
treatment: George

Using 3D printing
to support and plan
complex surgical
procedures: IAS

Found a link between
energy drinks and a
higher risk of sudden
cardiac death: USyd,
Centenary, RPA

Launched a world
first trial of medicinal
cannabis: Lifehouse,
RPA, USyd

Used a novel
surgical stimulator
to reduce surgeon
tremor: Baird

Using 3D imaging
technology to improve
medication effectivenes
in asthma: Woolcock

Introduced a new class
of drugs for melanoma
patients: Centenary

Awarded almost $2
million to study the use
of oxytocin nasal spray
in autism and alcohol
dependence: BMC

Used an anti
inflammatory drug to
improve heart health
and prevent heart
attacks: HRI
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World first breakthrough for
haemophilia at RPA

A major highlight for Sydney Research this
year was the announcement of a world-first
breakthrough in the treatment of the lifethreatening blood disorder, haemophilia.
The breakthrough, led by RPA’s Professor John
Rasko, with researchers from Children’s Hospital
in Philadelphia, is a major milestone in the quest
to cure the bleeding disorder.
The finding was published in the prestigious New
England Journal of Medicine and attracted media
coverage including ABC News, Nine News and
The Sydney Morning Herald.
The announcement is the culmination of more
than 20 years’ work and opens the door to using
gene therapy to treat more than 4000 other
genetic disorders, including blindness.
In revealing the news at a media conference
Professor Rasko said: “We are very excited
about the results, as those people in our trial
have previously had to live with the risks of
spontaneous bleeding every day.
“To prevent potentially life-threatening bleeds they
must typically inject themselves with clotting
factors every few days”, Prof Rasko said.
“This trial has targeted haemophilia B, which
affects about 500 males in Australia (with about
100 having the severe form), but our next focus
is targeting haemophilia A, which affects more
than 2300.”
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The Executive Director of the NSW Office for
Health and Medical Research, Dr Tony Penna,
said “the discovery demonstrated the importance
of supporting medical research in NSW.”

“This extraordinary international
collaboration could potentially
save the lives of thousands
of people around the world
and was only possible
because of the dedication and
determination of our brilliant
researchers,” Dr Penna said.
“NSW has state-of-the-art gene and cell therapy
facilities with outstanding clinician researchers
like Professor Rasko who are leading this cuttingedge research and its translation into clinical care.
“This is a world first that all Australians can be
proud of and highlights the need for both public
and private investment in medical research.”
Haemophilia B is an inherited disorder where
blood does not clot properly due to missing or
defective clotting factor nine (IX), affecting more
than more than 500 males in Australia.
People with this disorder experience a wide
range of bleeding episodes, usually into the
joints or muscles. Episodes can often occur
spontaneously, without an obvious cause, or as a

result of trauma or injury. Over time, bleeding can
cause severe arthritis, chronic pain and disability.
The research involved 10 adults who were
injected with a gene therapy designed to produce
the clotting protein Factor Nine (IX).
Trial participant Mark Lee, 38, has undergone
infusions up to three times a week since birth
and lost two brothers to complications from
haemophilia B when they were children.

“And my mum now knows she won’t see her
only surviving son die from haemophilia.”
Professor Rasko has spent the past two
decades fine-tuning the gene therapy and says
it is the beginning of the end of this lifelong
bleeding disorder.
“We now know how to beat the immune response
to achieve what may be a permanent cure.”
The vice president of Haemophilia Foundation
Australia, Daniel Credazzi, who has a son with
haemophilia, said, “even with current best
practice treatments today, sufferers experienced
painful bleeds causing long term damage to joints,
muscles and organs throughout their lives.”

“The real potential of a cure with
safe and effective gene therapy
is very exciting for people living
with this chronic condition, and
for their families.”
Spark Therapeutics, a biotech company attached
to the Children’s Hospital in Philadelphia, is
funding the commercialisation of the therapy.

Source: The Sydney Morning Herald

Since receiving the experimental gene therapy,
he has not had any bleeds.
“This is life-changing for me. I spent my childhood
wrapped up in cotton wool, unable to play
football or do any of the things my mates
could. I would always remind myself that there
were people worse off than me, but it was still
disappointing,” Mr Lee said.
“I have two daughters who are carriers for
haemophilia, but now I know that if they have
affected children, it will be one injection and they
can live normal lives. This goes beyond our little
family currently. It will have a positive impact on
all generations to come.”

Source: ABC News
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Sydney Innovation and
Research Symposium

The annual Sydney Innovation and
Research Symposium was held
over three days in June 2016 and
again in June 2017.
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More than 2,500 people attended over the three
days with over 1,000 attending the main event.
In 2017, the Big Idea event was introduced,
alongside the Research Education Series and the
Sydney Robotics Summit. The Symposium also
included a clinical trials showcase, and a primary
health care event.

21

The Big Idea 2017

A key objective of Sydney
Research is supporting researchers
to commercialise their work.
The Big Idea event engaged expert speakers
to highlight the importance of research
commercialisation, identify key considerations
and provide advice to researchers.
The innovation challenge saw applicants pitch
their idea to an expert panel to compete for up
to $45,000 pre-seed funding to reach the next
stage of commercialising their idea. This event
was co-sponsored by SLHD and the University
of Sydney and hosted in the Charles Perkins
Centre auditorium.
More than 30 applications were received from
across Sydney Research. The inaugural winner
was Professor Gerard Sutton from the Save Sight
Institute at the University of Sydney. The focus of
Prof Sutton’s ‘Big Idea’ was a BioPen-type device
that uses a special bioink to virtually ‘colour in’

22
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and correct an eye injury. The device is closer
to becoming a reality after a collaboration was
launched between ARC Centre of Excellence
in Electromaterials Science, Lions NSW Eye
Bank and Sydney University’s Corneal
Bioengineering Group to develop the ‘iFix Pen’,
which will be used in the corneal regeneration
of corneal ulceration.
Corneal ulceration is a significant cause of
severe eye pain, visual morbidity and visual loss.
It accounts for 55,000 hospital admissions in
Australia each year. It can be complicated by
infection and in extreme cases melting of the
eyeball. Current treatments involve antibiotics
and the use of a contact lens.

Image (above): Dr Teresa Anderson (left), Will Hird (centre)
and Michael Harte (right).

“The Big Idea event
engaged expert speakers to
highlight the importance of
research commercialisation,
identify key considerations
and provide advice.”
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The Research Education Series

The series was hosted by
Professor Tim Lambert,
Professor of Psychiatry at
Concord Clinical School and
The University of Sydney.
Professor Lambert is the clinical and academic
director of the Collaborative Centre for
Cardiometabolic Health in Psychosis (ccCHiP).
He has spent 25 years researching, teaching
and providing clinical services in the area of
schizophrenia and other psychotic disorders
with a particular emphasis on treatments
and outcomes.

Image (above): Professor Tim Lambert.
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Two sessions were held:

Session one: “Using research instruments in
the collaborative clinical setting”, was targeted
at clinicians of any type who wish to learn to
use quantitative assessment tools in the clinical/
bedside setting. Participants learned how
to use some standard research instruments
and established training principles to achieve
consensus in multidisciplinary teams and to
clearly identify how patients get “stuck” in certain
outcome pathways.
Session two: “Multidimensional psychosis
outcomes as an exemplar”, was aimed at
clinicians, clinical researchers and clinical IT
support staff. Participants learned how to build
their own custom data app that could be used in
a web browser or with an iOS device. Designed
as a hands-on session, the audience created a
the tool from scratch using a laptop and software.

25
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Sydney Research
Award Winners 2016
The 2016 Sydney Research Awards were presented at the Symposium by
Dr Teresa Anderson, Sydney Research Chair, Dr Michael Spence, Principal
and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Sydney and Susan Pearce,
Deputy Secretary, System Purchasing and Performance, NSW Health.

Research Excellence Award for the best publication in a high impact journal:
Professor Barbara Fazekas de St Groth and Dr Holly Bolton, the Centenary Institute, for ‘Selective
Treg reconstitution normalizes DC co-stimulation and prevents graft-versus-host’

Young Researcher Award:
Dr Greg Fox, Royal Prince Alfred Hospital Respiratory Medicine and Central Clinical School,
University of Sydney

Research Supervisor Award:
Associate Professor Lisa Keay, The George Institute and University of Sydney

Annual Health Research Infrastructure Award:
Dr Vivien Chen, Haematologist, Concord Hospital and researcher at the ANZAC
Research Institute, Concord.

Clinician Researcher Scholarship:
Dr Sonali Gnanenthiran, Cardiology advanced trainee, Concord Hospital.

Health Informatics Researcher Scholarship:
Dr Simone Visser, Respiratory Fellow, Royal Prince Alfred Hospital.

The Josette Marie Eris Memorial Scholarship
Dr Susan Wan and Dr Tracey Ying, Royal Prince Alfred Hospital Renal Medicine
and University of Sydney PhD candidates.
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Sydney Research
Award Winners 2017
The 2017 Sydney Research Awards were presented by Dr Teresa
Anderson, The Hon. Brad Hazzard, Minister for Health and Minister
for Medical Research and Elizabeth Koff, Secretary, NSW Health.

Research Excellence Award for the best publication in a high impact journal:
Professor Chris Semsarian AM, Cardiologist Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, Professor of Medicine at
the University of Sydney, and Head of the Molecular Cardiology Program at the Centenary Institute,
for ‘A prospective study of sudden cardiac death among children and young adults’

Young Researcher Award:
Associate Professor Anne Tiedemann, Principal Research Fellow, University of Sydney

Research Supervisor Award:
Professor Janette Vardy, Medical Oncologist, Concord Cancer Centre and Professor of
Cancer Medicine, University of Sydney

Annual Health Research Infrastructure Award:
Dr Lining Ju, Postdoctoral Research Officer, Heart Research Institute and University of Sydney.

Clinician Researcher Scholarship:
Brooke Donnelly, Senior Clinical Psychologist, Royal Prince Alfred Hospital.

Health Informatics Researcher Scholarship (sponsored by VoIP):
Merran Findlay, Executive Research Lead, Cancer Nutrition and Oncology Specialist Dietitian,
Royal Prince Alfred Hospital and Chris O’Brien Lifehouse.
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Spotlight: Awards and
Publications
ACTA awards
The Australian Clinical Trials Alliance 2017 National Tribute and Awards Ceremony was held at RPA
in May 2017. The awards were presented by the Hon. Greg Hunt MP, Minister for Health. All finalists
were acknowledged in the New England Journal of Medicine.

Trial of the Year
Winner — Aspirin and Tranexamic Acid for Coronary Artery Surgery (ATACAS) Trial,
with involvement from the Baird Institute and Sydney Local Health District, SLHD.
First runner up — BOOST II Australia Trial, Outcomes of Two Trials of Oxygen-Saturation
Targets in Preterm Infants, coordinated by the NHMRC Clinical Trials Centre.
Finalist — Enhanced control for hypertension and thrombolysis stroke (ENCHANTED) Study,
coordinated by The George Institute for Global Health.

The inaugural Excellence in Trial Statistics Award and finalist for Trial of the Year
Sleep Apnoea Cardiovascular Endpoints (SAVE) Study, conducted in partnership with
The George Institute for Global Health.

Other award winners
Professor John Simes, Director of the NHMRC Clinical Trials Centre received three major awards in 2016:
The NSW Premier’s Outstanding Cancer Researcher of the Year for leadership in clinical trials and
translational research. The Alan Coates Award for excellence in clinical trials research. The Cancer
Research Network’s Career Achievement award for leadership, advocacy, research and teaching.

Publications
Some of the research conducted by and with members of Sydney Research is published in the highest
impact journals. Publications are a valuable outcome of research. Just a few from the past years include:
A Prospective Study of Sudden Cardiac Death among Children and Young Adults
Chris Semsarian — N Engl J Med 2016; 374:2441-2452 DOI: 10.1056/NEJMoa1510687
A Phase 3 Randomized Trial of Nicotinamide for Skin-Cancer Chemoprevention
Andrew Chen - N Engl J Med 2015; 373:1618-1626 DOI: 10.1056/NEJMoa1506197
Trial of Pregabalin for Acute and Chronic Sciatica
Stephanie Mathieson —N Engl J Med 2017; 376:1111-11 DOI: 10.1056/NEJMoa1614292
14-3-3z regulates the mitochondrial respiratory reserve linked to platelet phosphatidylserine
exposure and procoagulant function
Simone M. Schoenwaelder Nat. Commun. 7:12862 DOI: 10.1038/ncomms12862
Management errors in adults with congenital heart disease: prevalence, sources, and consequences
Rachael Cordina Eur Heart J. 2018 Mar 21;39(12):982-989. DOI: 10.1093/eurheartj/ehx685.
Hemophilia B Gene Therapy with a High-Specific-Activity Factor IX Variant
John Rasko N Engl J Med 2017; 377:2215-2227 DOI: 10.1056/NEJMoa1708538
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Spotlight: In the Media
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Spotlight: In the Media
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Robotic Surgery

The Royal Prince Alfred Hospital
Institute of Academic Surgery (IAS)
was established in 2014 within SLHD
as a collaboration with the University
of Sydney and aims to become the
primary hub of surgical research
and education in the precinct.
The IAS currently focuses on clinical
research within surgery, education, research
and robotic surgery.
After a significant capital works project was
completed in May 2016 the IAS opened its facility
on Missenden Road, in the old Heart Research
Institute. This is Australia’s first centre dedicated
to promoting academic surgery. The facility was
opened by the Hon. Jillian Skinner MP, Minister

for Health. Professor the Honourable Dame Marie
Bashir and Elizabeth Koff, Secretary, NSW Health,
Dr Michael Spence, Vice-Chancellor, University of
Sydney and Dr Teresa Anderson also attended.
The RPA Surgical and Robotic Training Institute
is an Australian-first partnership between SLHD,
Device Technologies, da Vinci Surgical Systems
and the University of Sydney. It brings together
clinical care, research, training and
state-of-the-art medical technology.
The RPA Surgical and Robotic Training Institute
will train surgeons from across Australia and Asia
in robotic techniques for cardiovascular, urology,
gynaecology and colorectal procedures.
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Sydney Robotics Summit

The Sydney Robotics Summit
2017 was on Saturday, June 24,
and was held as part of the
Sydney Innovation and Research
Symposium. The multi-specialty
program included discussion on
current practices in robotics and
a look at what the future holds in
the surgical robotics space.
The Program included Professor Vipul Patel,
urologist from Global Robotic Institute Florida,
one of the most experienced robotic surgeons
in the world. Professor Patel gave a presentation
on his experience performing more than 10,000
robotic prostatectomies and was a keynote
speaker for the Summit along with Professor

Tony Costello, Professor Stefan Williams and
Professor Paul Bannon.
The summit program included specialty
sessions for nursing, cardiothoracic, urology,
colorectal and upper GI with over 450 delegates
attending the conference from across Australia
and New Zealand.
The conference was supported by industry
partners including the platinum sponsor,
Device Technologies and gold sponsor,
Teleflex. The day-long event had 36 speakers
across the four programs, including Prof
Patel and Cardiothoracic surgeon, Prof Daniel
Bethencourt from Long Beach Memorial
Medical Centre, California.

Actively participate in the development of the new SLHD Research
Strategic Plan and encourage alignment of strategic plans for all
Sydney Research members.
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In 2018 and beyond Sydney
Research looks forward to:
1

Taking Sydney Research ‘to the next level’ under the leadership of new
Executive Director Adjunct Assoc Professor Vicki Taylor.

Driving a positive research culture and facilitating the conduct of
research and collaborative research projects across the partnership.

2

Continuing to work in partnership with all Sydney Research members
and beyond to implement and scale translational research projects.

3

Enhancing our partnerships with the local community in health
and medical research.

4

Collaborating and achieving value with Sydney Health Partners across all
clinical streams and cross cutting themes, including exploring opportunities
with the Medical Research Future Fund.

5

Developing a communication plan including branding to increase
visibility and awareness.

6

Promoting the importance of addressing rapidly increasing urban growth and
development and the impact upon the local community and the precinct.

7

Support Sydney Research members to deepen their relationships with
industry for R&D funding and research commercialisation, and transform
research projects into commercial prospects with patient impact.

Progressing plans for a new Sydney Research building.
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The next level of health
and medical research
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