
The Yaralla Estate Advisory Committee of local residents and key stakeholders  
meets regularly – send your ideas to Yaralla.EstateCommittee@sswahs.nsw.gov.au 

Sydney Local Health 
District is pleased to 
report that the 
refurbished Hyacinth 
Cottage, on the grounds 
of the estate, is in use by 
burns patients to live with 
their families while 
remaining close to 
Concord Hospital for 
follow-up care.

Hyacinth Cottage hosts first family 

Concord Hospital is part of the 
NSW Statewide Burns Injury 
Service, with many patients 
coming from regional, rural, 
remote and overseas locations for 
specialised care. The refurbished 
Hyacinth Cottage residence allows 
the Burns unit to discharge eligible 
patients, encourage them to 
continue their recovery in a 
supportive home environment  
and ensure they continue to have 
access to multidisciplinary care.
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“Adopting a step-down unit is a 
unique model of care and a real  
first for burns patients,” said  
Concord Hospital General Manager, 
Dr Tim Sinclair.

“A place for families to stay together 
and to promote recovery and 
relaxation is exactly what the estate 
has been known for over many years 
and is an ideal use of the cottage.” 

The state’s first “home away from 
home” has already made one family 
very happy.

Dale Hennessy, who lives 30 
kilometres out of Trangie in the state’s 
west, moved in to the cottage for a 
week with his partner Bronwyn 
Sharpe and daughter Maddison, 6.

Dale, 39, suffered burns to 15 per 
cent of his body when he fell into a 
fire pit at a party in Dubbo earlier this 

month and was flown to Concord 
for a six day admission in the 
burns unit.

“The pain was unbelievable,”  
he said of the accident.

“Two mates managed to pull me 
out and get me under a shower. 
They saved my life.”

After being discharged from the 
unit, Dale and his family enjoyed 
their experience on the 14 hectare 
estate.

“It’s better than a motel room. You 
can cook your own meal and I can 
be with my family. We’re a long 
way from home so it’s been really 
good in the cottage. Maddie and  
I take walks around the estate and 
it’s spectacular.”

Dale Hennessy and his family at Hyacinth cottage. 



Fun in the sun  
at Yaralla Festival

Got a spare 
half hour? 

The annual Yaralla Festival was held in September and saw a record 
attendance of 2,500 people, and almost as many dogs, enjoy fun activities  
on the grounds of the estate. 

With more than 50 stallholders offering a variety of treats, health 
information, crafts and activities, the festival was the biggest in its four  
year history and showcased the beauty of the estate for all who attended. 

The District’s Chief Executive, Dr Teresa Anderson, said the festival was  
a fantastic success. 

“This is the fourth annual Yaralla Festival and it’s so great that we have 
seen the event grow in size each year. And each year, the community has 
responded and come along to enjoy the event and the estate for what it’s 
meant to be – a beautiful open space for relaxation and recreation in the 
middle of an urban area.” 

The dog judging competition, hosted by media personality Julie McCrossin, 
was a big hit with many local dogs lining up for their chance at the best 
dressed and cutest dog category. The Cockroaches entertained from the 
main stage, and many families soaked up the sun and enjoyed the heritage, 
environment and health service information on offer. 

To view more photos from the day, visit www.slhd.nsw.gov.au/media.  
We look forward to seeing you all at our 2017 Yaralla Festival on  
Sunday 10 September.  
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Next time you visit  
the Yaralla Estate,  
take some time to notice 
the natural flora on  
a self-guided walk.

As a former convalescent hospital, 
the estate was designed to foster 
peace, productivity, healing and 
therapy for the patients, staff and 
visitors. Even prior to its hospital 
use, Yaralla was a much-loved 
family home, for private enjoyment, 
recreation and entertaining.

Today, the spacious surrounds  
still serve to screen the bustle of  
its surrounds and are a historic 
record of landscape design,  
planting palettes and tastes of 
earlier ages. 

A closer look at the plant and  
tree life on this self-guided walk, 
developed by Stuart Read at the 
NSW Office of Environment and 
Heritage, will highlight the flora 
enjoyed by local wildlife and that 
has survived neglect and triumphed 
in time. See details of the walk at 
www.slhd.nsw.gov.au/yaralla/pdf/
SGWalk.pdf 
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2017 Yaralla Open Day 

The City of Canada Bay Heritage 
Society will hold its annual 
Yaralla Open Day on Sunday  
30 April. For more information  
and to join the waiting list  
for bookings, visit  
www.canadabayheritage.asn.au. 


